“Baptized into Your Name Most Holy”

Based on Lutheran Service Book Hymn 590 and Other Passages
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                                                                    Father, Son, & Holy Spirit
The Baptism of our Lord
Sunday  (  January 11, 2009  (  8:15 & 10:45
Sermon Theme: We have all been baptized, but what does it mean for our lives today?  We find the answer in our Hymn of the Day!
Introduction: Today is the first Sunday of the church year season of Epiphany:
· During Advent we remembered the fact that Jesus came once; we also prepared for His promised return!
· During Christmas we celebrated the Son of God putting on human flesh and being born – to save us from our sins!
· Now, during the season of Epiphany, we will see God confirming to us that Jesus really is His Son, our Savior!
Epiphany begins on January 6 with the visit from the Magi, who worshiped Jesus and gave Him gifts!  Today, we jump ahead nearly 30 years to Jesus’ baptism.

Though Jesus looked like an ordinary man and was baptized – like so many others – God used Jesus’ baptism for our assurance!  St. Mark recorded what happened just after Jesus was baptized: “As Jesus was coming up out of the water, he saw heaven being torn open and the Spirit descending on him like a dove.  And a voice came from heaven: ‘You are my Son, whom I love; with you I am well pleased.’” (NIV Mark 1:10-11)  It is that Jesus, God’s very Son, to whom we were united in baptism!

We now turn to the words of LSB 590: “Baptized into Your Name Most Holy”
 – which will help us understand the significance of baptism in our daily Christian lives!
1. Baptized into Your name most holy,
    O Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, (Matthew 28:19)
I claim a place, though weak and lowly,
    Among Your saints, Your chosen host.
a. “I claim a place…”  I would probably say: “I have a place...” – the wonderful place I received as a gift through my baptism!  Though – even now – we are weak and lowly, God has chosen us and made us saints in His sight!  The Bible says: “[God the Father] chose us in [Christ] before the creation of the world to be holy and blameless in his sight.” (NIV Ephesians 1:4)
Buried with Christ and dead to sin,
    Your Spirit now shall live within.

b. Though we were dead in our trespasses and sins (Ephesians 2:1), in baptism we (were baptized into Jesus’ death (were buried with Him, (died to sin (Romans 6:1-11), and (received the Spirit (Acts 2:38)!
2. My loving Father, here You take me
    To be henceforth Your child and heir.
a. God the Father has made us His very children!  The Bible says: “How great is the love the Father has lavished on us, that we should be called children of God! And that is what we are!” (NIV 1 John 3:1)
My faithful Savior, here You make me
    The fruit of all Your sorrows share.
b. God the Son was arrested, beaten, crucified, and mocked; He also bore the sins of the entire world!  He finished His work; then – through our baptism into God’s most holy name – we received the fruit, the eternal benefits of Jesus’ soul-saving work!

O Holy Spirit, comfort me
    When threat’ning clouds around I see.

c. God the Holy Spirit dwells within our bodies to (enable us to rightly understand the Word, (convict us of our sins, (assure us of God’s forgiveness in Christ, and (help us with every need!

3. My faithful God, You fail me never;
    Your promise surely will endure.
a. God is faithful!  The Bible says: “God is not a man, that he should lie, nor a son of man, that he should change his mind.  Does he speak and then not act? Does he promise and not fulfill?” (NIV Numbers 23:19)
O cast me not away forever
    If words and deeds become impure.
Have mercy when I come defiled;
    Forgive, lift up, restore Your child.

b. Though our sins made us deserving of everlasting separation and eternal punishment, Christ Jesus has taken our place!  Therefore, whenever we fall into sin, the Bible has good news: “If we confess our sins, [God] is faithful and righteous to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.” (NAB 1 John 1:9)
4. All that I am and love most dearly—
    Receive it all, O Lord, from me.
a. All that we are, all the ones we love are gifts from God, so let us thank and praise, serve and obey Him!
Let me confess my faith sincerely;
    Help me Your faithful child to be!
b. We definitely need God’s help to confess what we believe and live as Christians in today’s world!  Though many (love the darkness and despise the light, (and prefer to live under a cloud of deception rather than in the light of the truth, God says to us: Be who you are, live as who you are – my holy child, so that others might understand, repent, and believe!
Let nothing that I am or own
    Serve any will but Yours alone.

c. That is the proper attitude of a child of God!  Since God is our all in all, the One in whom we live and move and have our being (Acts 17:28), we desire to use all we are and all we have received in His service!
Conclusion: Let us (daily rejoice in our baptism into God’s most holy name and (proceed as His baptized children in all our ways!  And all God’s baptized children said: Amen!
� On 12-25 we celebrated His birth; 12-28 we saw Herod try to kill the Newborn King by slaughtering the boys two years old and under in Bethlehem and its vicinity; 12-31 we jumped ahead to Jesus’ life when He was 12 years old and discussing the things of God with the temple teachers; 1-11 we come to Jesus’ baptism when He was probably about 30 years old.  Sometimes the church year moves very rapidly!


� Based on Matthew 28:19; Romans 6:2-4, 11; Galatians 3:26-27; Psalm 51:10-12





