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Introduction: Dear friends, who are loved by God through our Lord Jesus Christ!  (Sermon Theme() Temptations to sin will certainly come into our daily Christian lives, so:

· How does temptation work?

· Where can temptation lead?

· How does God bring us from death to life?

· Does God encourage us to resist temptation?

Please listen for the answers to those questions as we proceed through James 1:12-18.
1. Does God Encourage Us to Resist Temptation?
a. Yes!  Consider verse 12: “Blessed [fortunate, happy] is the man who perseveres [stands one’s ground, holds out, endures] under trial [literally under temptation], because when he has stood the test [been approved, been found to be genuine], he will receive the crown of life that God has promised to those who love him.”
b. Our resisting of temptation proves something:  Peter wrote:  6 “…for a little while you may have had to suffer grief in all kinds of trials [literally temptations]. 7 These have come so that your faith… may be proved genuine and may result in praise, glory and honor when Jesus Christ is revealed.” (1 Peter 1:6-7 NIV)
c. God also controls the severity of our temptations AND always provides us with a way of escape: “…God …will not allow you to be tempted beyond what you are able, but with the temptation will provide the way of escape also, that you may be able to endure it.” (1Cor. 10:13 NAS)
2. How does Temptation Work?
a. God is NOT to blame: 13 “When tempted, no one should say, ‘God is tempting me.’  For God cannot be tempted by evil, nor does he tempt anyone…”  Even though no one should blame God, many do!  Today’s world is characterized by people who refuse to take responsibility for their sin; they continue what Adam and Eve started long ago by blaming (God, (the system, (their birth, (their parents, (society, (etc.  Nevertheless, God does not tempt anyone!  Instead, He mercifully controls the temptations that come our way (as noted above); He does so for our temporal and eternal benefit!
b. 14 “but each one is tempted when, by his own evil desire [passion, lust], he is dragged away and enticed [lured].”  So our temptations are not God’s fault, but ours!
i. Did you notice how a person is dragged away; then enticed to sin?  So dragged away from what?  We find the answer in this passage: “How can a young man keep his way pure?  By living according to your word…. I have hidden your word in my heart [I have memorized it] that I might not sin against you.” (Psalm 119:9, 11 NIV)
ii. One person stated it this way, which is somewhat true: The Bible will keep you from sinning OR sinning will keep you from the Bible!
3. Where Can Temptation Lead? 15 “Then, after desire [passion, lust] has conceived, it gives birth to sin [as the conception of a child leads to its birth, so the conception of evil desire leads to sin]; and sin, when it is full-grown [fully formed, mature], gives birth to death.”  Even though God enables His holy children in Christ to resist temptation, it seems that many have gone from desire to sin to death – but they don’t’ even know it!  The Bible says:
a. “Do not be deceived, God is not mocked; for whatever a man sows, this he will also reap. 8 For the one who sows to his own flesh [who gives in to his own sinful desires] shall from the flesh reap corruption [destruction]…” (Gal. 6:7-8 NAS)
b. “If we say that we have fellowship with Him and yet walk in the darkness, we lie and do not practice the truth…” (1 John 1:6 NAS)
c. “They profess to know God, but by their deeds they deny Him...” (Titus 1:16 NAS)
4. How does God bring Us from Death to Life? 16 “Don't be deceived, my dear brothers [don’t ever think that your goodness can save your soul]. 17 Every good and perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of the heavenly lights, who does not change like shifting shadows [so we can fully rely upon God and His Word]. 18 He chose to give us birth [spiritual birth] through the word of truth...”
a. God gave His Son: “For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish, but have eternal life.” (John 3:16 NAS)
b. God worked through the Word of truth to make us alive: Through baptism – the visible Word, and the Bible – the written Word, God has taken action by the Spirit to attach us to the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ our Savior!
c. God is ready and willing reattach all people who have slipped from life to death: God does that gracious work through the Word of truth!
Conclusion:  By God’s grace and power, let us:
· Resist temptation, and take the way of escape!
· Take responsibility for our sins, and receive God’s forgiveness in Christ!
· Share God’s Word of truth with others, so they might receive God’s gift of life!

And all God’s people said: Amen!
This and other sermons are available on Bethlehem’s website: www.blc7500.com
Please share them with your family, friends, neighbors, and coworkers!
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