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Sermon Theme: A person’s response to the Bible flows from his relationship with Jesus Christ.  For those who see it as any other book, they take what they like and leave the rest.  But Christians – those who are united to Christ – make every effort to do whatever it says!
Introduction:  Faith!  As people who attend church, we know faith is important!  So do YOU have faith IN Jesus Christ FOR eternal life?  You could simply answer “Yes,” but that wouldn’t prove anything – only God can see our faith!  Therefore, in this section of James, our faith is tested – thus proved to be genuine or not – by our response to God’s Word!
As we proceed through this sermon, God is speaking through James to challenge us to test our faith – (is it real, (are we connected to Christ, (are we forgiven in God’s sight?  Let’s be clear:  Faith in Christ saves, BUT saving faith is shown to be genuine or not by its response to God’s Holy Word!
1. Proper Christian Practices:  Verse 18, just prior to today’s text, identifies God as the One who works through the Word to give the gift of spiritual life.  Now, in verse 19, we are invited to hear the Word and identify our response to the Word!  Here’s the idea:  A saving relationship with Christ WILL LEAD TO LIVING a new life in Christ!
a. 19 “…Everyone should be quick to listen, slow to speak and slow to become angry, 20 for man's anger does not bring about the righteous life that God desires.”  Anger is a most serious matter!  Jesus said:  “But I tell you that anyone who is angry with his brother will be subject to judgment.” (Matt. 5:22 NIV)  Even more, it goes against what God desires for those who are His holy children in Christ!
b. 21 “Therefore, get rid of all moral filth and the evil that is so prevalent and humbly accept the word planted in you, which can save you.”  Did you notice the progression?  Even though some sins are very common in today’s world, we are to get rid of ALL of them AND humbly accept (warmly welcome) the Word – which points out sin and brings salvation!
2. A Proper Christian Response:  22 “Do not merely listen to the word, and so deceive yourselves.  Do what it says.”  We don’t “DO” to earn heaven, we “DO” because we have received the gift of heaven!  Jesus said:  “Blessed…are those who hear the word of God and obey (DO) it.” (Luke 11:28 NIV)  Also:  “…not the hearers of the Law are just before God, but the doers of the Law will be justified.” (Rom. 2:13 NAS)  Therefore, all people are either DOERS or DECEIVED!  Which one are you?
a. He listens; then IGNORES the Word:  23 “Anyone who listens to the word but does not do what it says is like a man who looks at his face in a mirror 24 and, after looking at himself, goes away and immediately forgets what he looks like.”  Imagine a person who has a big mark on his face; then looks in a mirror and sees it, but does nothing about it!  The same is true for the person who hears the Word but continues in his sin, without repentance!  Those who IGNORE the Word are showing they are lost, thus bound for hell!
b. He listens; then DOES the Word:  25 “But the man who looks intently into the perfect law that gives freedom, and continues to do this, not forgetting what he has heard, but doing it--he will be blessed in what he does.”  Jesus said:  “If you abide (continue) in My word, then you are truly disciples of Mine; and you shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free.” (John 8:31-32 NAS)  Those who DO the Word are showing they are saved, thus bound for heaven – NOT BECAUSE THEY DO THE WORD, BUT BECAUSE OF THEIR RELATIONSHIP WITH JESUS CHRIST!
3. Actions Speak Louder Than Words:  
a. Many are deceived:  26 “If anyone considers himself religious and yet does not keep a tight rein on his tongue, he deceives himself and his religion is worthless.”  Many substitute spiritual activity for spiritual life – “I go to church and I pray, so I must be a Christian!”  Many do such things, yet “Their throats are open graves; their tongues practice deceit.  The poison of vipers is on their lips.” (Rom. 3:13 NIV)  The Bible also says:  “They profess to know God, but by their deeds they deny Him…” (Titus 1:16 NAS)  All such people are deceived; (they live in peace, (they think they are okay, and (they believe they will go to heaven, but they are sadly mistaken!
b. Faith has evidence:  27 “Religion that God our Father accepts as pure and faultless is this: to look after orphans and widows in their distress and to keep oneself from being polluted by the world.”  This evidence is NEVER A MATTER OF HUMAN OPINION, but always in accord with God’s Holy Word!  Furthermore, this evidence is two-fold:  (1) living a godly “Yes” in response to the needs of others and (2) saying a godly “No” in response to the sinful world!
Conclusion:  If you know you are in Christ, shown by a sincere desire to DO THE WORD – say:  “Amen!”  But if your response to God’s Word is (listening without doing, (a mere going through the motions – realize that God is calling and enabling you (to repent, (to know Jesus Christ as your Savior, (to see the Word in a wonderful way, and (to do the Word in your daily life!  May God grant such great blessings to us all!  Amen!
This Week’s Memory Verse:  “Do not merely listen to the word, and so deceive yourselves.  Do what it says.” (James 1:22 NIV)
This and other sermons are available on Bethlehem’s website: www.blc7500.com
Please share them with your family, friends, neighbors, and coworkers!
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