“JESUS – The Bread of Life”

Part 1 ( Why Do YOU Search For Him?

Based on John 6:22-35
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9th Sunday after Pentecost / 8th after Trinity – 2009
Saturday, August 1 ( 5:00   (   Sunday, August 2 ( 8:15 & 10:45 
Sermon Theme:  WHAT do you have to do with Jesus and WHY?  See how your answers correspond to today’s gospel reading.
Introduction:  We search for things we need; we also search for things we want.  Because you are here today, I assume you came searching for Jesus – to receive Him anew along with the eternal benefits of His saving work!  That is why we SHOULD faithfully and continually seek and receive our Lord Jesus Christ, but many search for other reasons.
Today, I challenge you to examine YOUR motives as we turn to today’s Gospel reading:
1. Some Search for Temporary Needs: (22-26) Earlier, in John chapter 6, Jesus had miraculously fed the 5,000.  Since Jesus knew those people intended to “make him king by force, [He] withdrew…to a mountain by himself.” (John 6:15 NIV)  Then, the very next day, the crowd 24 …went to Capernaum in search of Jesus. 25 When they found him on the other side of the lake, they asked him, “Rabbi, when did you get here?” 26 Jesus answered, “I tell you the truth, you are looking for me, not because you saw miraculous signs but because you ate the loaves and had your fill.” So why are you here, at Bethlehem, in Divine Service?  Some would say:
a. It’s the right thing to do – In other words:  God has done things for me, so I have shown up at church as a way to do something for Him.  Have YOU ever reasoned in that way?  Those who do so may also conclude:  Now we (me and God) are even!
b. It makes my family happy – In other words:  If it was just me I wouldn’t be here, but I come to please my spouse, children, mother, father, fiancé, girl friend, boy friend!  Regardless of WHY you are coming I’m glad you are here, but I urge you to come for RIGHT and BENEFICIAL reasons!
2. Jesus Points Us to Spiritual Needs:  27 “Do not work for food that spoils, but for food that endures to eternal life, which the Son of Man will give you. On him God the Father has placed his seal of approval.” 28 Then they asked him, “What must we do to do the works God requires?” 29 Jesus answered, “The work of God is this: to believe in the one he has sent.” 
a. What do most people work for?  For their temporal needs – food, clothes, house, car, college; then vacation, retirement, savings!  Those are all things that spoil, fade, and rust – they have no LASTING value!  Do YOU spend MOST of your time and energy on such things?  Let’s be honest!
b. What work does God require?  God requires a work that HE MUST ENABLE US TO DO!  Jesus said:  “The work of God is this: to believe in the one he has sent.”  Since those who do not yet believe are spiritually blind and dead, GOD must (open blind eyes, (give the gift of spiritual life, and (keep us trusting in Jesus Christ as our Savior!  Also, God’s work of keeping us depends on our cooperation – we can GO OUR OWN SINFUL WAY unto damnation or COOPERATE WITH GOD’S WAY unto salvation!  What is YOUR situation?
3. Many People Lack Knowledge:  30 So they asked him, “What miraculous sign then will you give that we may see it and believe you? What will you do? 31 Our forefathers ate the manna in the desert; as it is written: ‘He gave them bread from heaven to eat.’”  What is the situation?  Jesus had just told the people something very important; then they wondered:  Should we believe Him?  Then they reasoned further:  We will believe IF He can give us a valid sign – a reason to believe!  But what powerful sign had recently been given by Jesus?  Just the day before, Jesus had fed about 5,000 men – plus additional women and children – with ONLY five small loaves and two small fish!  That was their sign!  Our sign today is the fact that God has (put on flesh, (lived in our place, (paid for our sins, and (risen from the dead; we also have God’s infallible Word – which is worthy of OUR FULL CONFIDENCE!  Therefore, let’s stop lacking in knowledge and DAILY dig into the Word!
4. Jesus Gives Knowledge:  32 Jesus said to them, “I tell you the truth, it is not Moses who has given you the bread from heaven, but it is my Father who gives you the true bread from heaven. 33 For the bread of God is he who comes down from heaven and gives life to the world.” 34 “Sir,” they said, “from now on give us this bread.” 35 Then Jesus declared, “I am the bread of life. He who comes to me will never go hungry, and he who believes in me will never be thirsty.”  
a. Let’s look to God, not men – People always have their own ideas; but whenever a people-idea is in conflict with a God-idea, let us immediately reject our idea and FULLY EMBRACE God’s precious truth!
b. Let’s realize who Jesus is and faithfully receive Him – He is “the bread of God” – bread given to us by God for our souls!  HE is the SOURCE of eternal life; we have life eternal ONLY in Him!  Therefore, let us faithfully receive Him anew through Word and Sacrament – not by merely being here and going through the motions, but by (listening, (thinking, (repenting, and (believing!
Conclusion:  And all God’s people said:  Amen!
This Week’s Memory Verse: “…the bread of God is he who comes down from heaven and gives life to the world.” (John 6:33 NIV)
This and other sermons are available on Bethlehem’s website: www.blc7500.com
Please share them with your family, friends, neighbors, and coworkers!
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