“JESUS – The Bread of Life”
Part 2 ( What does It Mean to Believe in Him?
Based on John 6:35-51
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10th Sunday after Pentecost / 9th after Trinity – 2009
Saturday, August 8 ( 5:00   (   Sunday, August 9 ( 8:15 & 10:45
Sermon Theme: Believing – some demand proof, some think they can do it of their own ability; let’s understand the truth and, by God’s grace, believe unto life everlasting!
Introduction:  Today is part 2 of a three-week series on Jesus – The Bread of Life.  Last week Jesus got us going in the right direction; He told us to stop working for food that spoils, for the temporary things of this world that spoil, fade, and rust!  Then, turning our attention to Himself, the bread of life – LIFE ETERNAL, He told us the great benefits:  “He who comes to me will never go hungry, and he who believes in me will never be thirsty.”
So here we are SAYING we believe in Jesus – the Bread of Life – for forgiveness, spiritual life, and eternal salvation.  With that in mind, we now focus on (what it means and (how it works to believe in Jesus!
1. Seeing is Not Believing: (35-40) 35 Then Jesus declared, “I am the bread of life. He who comes to me will never go hungry, and he who believes in me will never be thirsty. 36 But as I told you, you have seen me and still you do not believe.”
a. Magic – What is it?  “…a performing art that entertains an audience by creating illusions of seemingly impossible or supernatural feats, using purely natural means.”
  We see it – and we wonder how he did it – but we don’t believe it!
b. Jesus’ hearers – They (ate with the 5,000 men, (heard Jesus teach with authority, and (saw Him in the flesh; nevertheless, Jesus said to them:  “…you have seen me and still you do not believe.”
c. The rich man in Luke 16 – He wanted Abraham to send Lazarus – a dead man – to warn his brothers about hell.  The rich man reasoned:  If they see him, they will repent and believe.  But Abraham finally said:  “If they do not listen to Moses and the Prophets [the written Word of God], they will not be convinced even if someone rises from the dead.” (Luke 16:31 NIV)  Seeing is NOT believing!
2. Believing is Being Sure of What We Cannot See:  41 At this the Jews began to grumble about him because he said, “I am the bread that came down from heaven.” 42 They said, “Is this not Jesus, the son of Joseph, whose father and mother we know? How can he now say, ‘I came down from heaven’?”
a. Jesus hearers thought they knew Him well – Therefore, when Jesus said to them:  “…everyone who looks to the Son and believes in him shall have eternal life, they began to grumble!  This was their reasoning:  YOU SAY you came down from heaven, but WE SAY that is impossible because we know your parents!  In a sense, they rejected Jesus because they knew too much!
b. Our Savior had to be like us – God is perfectly just, not a compromiser – like our American legal system.  Therefore, since the first Adam had sinned, the Son of God came as the second Adam to live without sin and endure the eternal punishment for all sin!  The Bible says:  13 “When you were dead in your sins…, God made you alive with Christ.  He forgave us all our sins, 14 having canceled the written code,… he took it away, nailing it to the cross.” (Col. 2:13-14 NIV)  But still, how do we believe and reap the great benefits?
3. The Father Must Enable Us to Believe: (43-51) 43 “Stop grumbling among yourselves,” Jesus answered. 44 “No one can come to me unless the Father who sent me draws him, and I will raise him up at the last day. 45 It is written in the Prophets: ‘They will all be taught by God.’ Everyone who listens to the Father and learns from him comes to me. 46 No one has seen the Father except the one who is from God; only he has seen the Father. 47 I tell you the truth, he who believes has everlasting life.”
a. The Father draws us to Jesus (44) – No one can come apart from the Father!  No one includes “the entire human race, the whole world,… the most powerful, the most holy, the most prudent, the wisest.”
  No one means NO ONE!
b. The Father draws us by teaching us (45) – “He influences heart and will in such a way that a person accepts Jesus as His Savior and disregards entirely all difficulties which his reason may experience…  God not only gives the power to come to faith and to choose the good, but He works, [thus] creates all good in man and makes him willing.”

Conclusion:  So do YOU believe in Jesus for eternal life?  Here are some ways to check your status?
· Faith is:  Forsaking All I Trust Him – so have you stopped trusting in yourself and do you currently trust in Jesus Christ – in Him alone – for eternal life?     Y    N
· Is Jesus Christ IN YOU?  The Bible says: “Test yourselves to see if you are in the faith; examine yourselves!” (2 Cor. 13:5 NAS)  God the Spirit will do that examination as we use the Word (Hebrews 4:12).  Then, WHEN WE ARE IN CHRIST, the Holy Spirit will confirm God to be our Father and Jesus to be our Savior (Romans 8:16)!  Amen!
This Week’s Memory Verse:  John 6:44 “No one can come to me unless the Father who sent me draws him…”
This and other sermons are available on Bethlehem’s website: www.blc7500.com
Please share them with your family, friends, neighbors, and coworkers!
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