“JESUS – The Bread of Life”
 Part 3 ( Do His Teachings Offend YOU?
Based on John 6:51-69
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11th Sunday after Pentecost / 10th after Trinity – 2009
Saturday, August 15 ( 5:00   (   Sunday, August 16 ( 8:15 & 10:45 
Sermon Theme:  Even though Jesus and the Bible can be difficult and even offensive, why should we always continue to embrace them?
Introduction:  This is our third and final emphasis on Jesus – The Bread of Life!

· In the first sermon we examined our reasons for seeking Jesus – (to acquire our earthly needs, (to maintain a family tradition, (to please a family member, OR (to receive God’s gift of eternal life!  Why do YOU seek Him?
· In the second sermon we examined the topic of believing in Jesus – (to see is not necessarily to believe, (believing is based on unseen realities, and (the Father must draw us to Jesus – thus enable us to believe in Jesus!  So do YOU believe in Jesus?
· In this third and final sermon we will examine the key reason why we should always follow Jesus – (to have eternal life we must continue to have Jesus – the bread of life!  So is YOUR relationship with Jesus continuing and growing?
1. What does it mean in John chapter 6 to Eat Jesus’ Flesh and Drink Jesus’ Blood?  Here is the simple answer:  To eat Jesus’ flesh and drink Jesus’ blood means to believe in Jesus as our Savior!  More will be explained below.
a. Jesus said:  51 “I am the living bread… [He also said:] This bread is my flesh…”  So how does Jesus give us this bread of life?  “…by giving himself into death…”
  St. Paul wrote:  “He has now reconciled you in His fleshly body through death…” (Col. 1:22 NAS)
b. But Jesus’ hearers didn’t understand, so they 52 “began to argue sharply among themselves…”  In today’s world many Bible teachers lessen or change the truth to avoid offense, but Lenski wrote:  “…the greater the measure of truth, the greater its power to convert offended unbelief into satisfied faith.” (491)  Therefore, 53 Jesus said to them, “I tell you the truth, unless you eat the flesh of the Son of Man and drink his blood, you have no life in you.”  Why is that true?  Because Jesus’ 55 “flesh is real food and [His] blood is real drink.”  As looking at real bread is of no benefit for our bodies, so neither does looking at Jesus benefit our souls.  In both cases we must EAT!  Lenski wrote:  “faith = to eat Christ’s flesh and to drink Christ’s blood… [thus] to be spiritually joined to Jesus” (493, 496)
c. Then Jesus explained why – for us to live – we must feed on Him:  57 Just as the living Father sent me and I live because of the Father, so the one who feeds on me will live because of me.  Think about a power strip; when its cord is plugged into a live outlet, then the strip will be live and benefit the cords which are plugged into the strip.  We could think of the Father as the live outlet, the Son as the power strip, and Christians as those who are plugged into the strip!  Two important realities:  “Our living is conditional on our receiving Jesus; the moment the condition ceases – in that moment – our life is gone.” (Lenski, 501)
2. Was Jesus Referring to the Lord’s Supper?  The answer is “No” for at least three reasons:
a. Jesus told us of something essential – 53 “…unless you eat the flesh of the Son of Man and drink his blood, you have no life in you.”  But the Lord’s Supper – though very important – is not essential for us to be alive in Christ.  Some examples include the OT believers, infants, children, and the thief who went to paradise.  Also, earlier in John 6, Jesus said:  “He who believes has eternal life.” (47 NAS)
b. The Supper had not yet been instituted (established); that took place on Good Friday (/Holy Thursday); therefore, it makes no sense that Jesus would require something that (the people did not yet know about nor (could actually receive.
c. Jesus told us of something that is always beneficial – 57 “the one who feeds on me will live…”  However, the Supper is not always beneficial.  St. Paul wrote:  “…whoever eats the bread or drinks the cup of the Lord in an unworthy manner will be guilty of sinning against the body and blood of the Lord.” (1 Cor. 11:27 NIV)
3. Why should we Always Stay with Jesus and the Word?  
a. Jesus tells the truth!  Even though many were offended by Jesus’ teachings – I am the bread of life, I came down from heaven, you must eat my flesh and drink my blood – He spoke important, saving realities!  Then, even when many were offended, Jesus made every effort to further explain His teachings; nevertheless and sadly, many chose false over true and death over life!
b. Jesus has the words of eternal life!  When many of Jesus’ disciples turned back and no longer followed Him, He turned His attention to the twelve, asking if they also wanted to leave.  Then Peter – speaking for the twelve – gave his famous answer:  68 “Lord, to whom shall we go?  You have the words of eternal life.”  
Conclusion:  Jesus and the Word that tells us all about Him are not easy, but they are precious truth and eternal life!  Let us not be like a dead twig – offended by Jesus and the Word, but like a green twig that allows God to bend us – His holy children in Christ – according to His good and gracious will!  And all God’s people said:  Amen!
This Week’s Memory Verse:  “Lord, to whom shall we go?  You have the words of eternal life.” (John 6:68 NIV)
This and other sermons are available on Bethlehem’s website: www.blc7500.com
Please share them with your family, friends, neighbors, and coworkers!
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