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Based on Various Passages
2nd Sunday after the Epiphany – Sanctity of Human Life Sunday
Sunday  (  January 18, 2009  (  8:15 & 10:45
Sermon Theme: Today we remember our nation’s great moral wickedness in regard to life, but we rejoice in God’s forgiveness in Christ and our opportunities to speak the good news!
Introduction: Dear brothers and sisters in Jesus Christ!  On this third Sunday in January we remember the terrible reality that our nation has continued – since 1973 – to legally permit the murder of preborn children!  Now, 36 years after the Supreme Court decision of Roe versus Wade, approximately 50 million children have been legally exterminated!
In America we still talk about “Life, Liberty, and the pursuit of Happiness,”
 but we no longer practice it!  The Bible says: “Righteousness exalts a nation [that was the U.S.A.], but sin is a disgrace to any people [now we murder our own].” (NIV Prov. 14:34)
Though you may expect all bad news today, you will also hear good news for life, and God’s call for us to shine the good news for life to others!  Today’s sermon will explain and expand upon today’s Lutherans For Life insert.
1. Bad News in Life – We live in a dark, “crooked and twisted generation.” (ESV Philippians 2:15)
a. We kill children over 3,000 times per day in our country and justify it as a “right.”  Let’s be truthful, our nation legally allows the MURDER of over 3,000 children every day, while, at the same time, it pretends to care about children!  Consider this statement from WASHINGTON, D.C. – “September is Baby Safety Month and the U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC) is asking parents and caregivers to check their home for items that may pose a choking hazard to young children. …Each year, CPSC receives about 15 reports of choking deaths to children under age 3.
  Wow, a government institution which is supposed to protect children, yet, during “Baby Safety Month,” our government stood by and said nothing while – during that same month – over 90,000 children were legally murdered!
b. We actually believe we help women by killing their children.  It happens thousands of times every day!  A man and a woman, or a boy and a girl, engage in sex and conception occurs – now she is pregnant, a living child is in her womb, but it’s not convenient; the child has not been planned and will surely bring stress, anxiety, and financial hardship.  Therefore, our government comes to her aid and kills her child!
c. We give more value to a beached whale than to a severely disabled human.  One website says: Follow these steps to save a beached whale: (1) Contact the authorities, (2) Collect as many buckets as possible, (3) Follow the instructions of wildlife personnel, (4) Cover the whale with water-soaked burlap bags, (5) Dig a trench next to the whale, and (6) Wait for the tide.
  Another website speaks about severely disabled humans: “Are some babies really too sick to be allowed to live?  Some supporters of euthanasia say so, and advocate for not just withdrawing treatment but for actively ending the life of severely disabled infants.”

d. We turn to death to solve the problems of life.  That is the way of sinful human beings, which is bad news!
2. God News FOR Life:
a. Jesus came into the world as a light: Why?  So that “no one who believes in [Him] should stay in darkness.” (NIV John 12:46)  The light of Jesus shows the truth – what is evil and what is good, what is wrong and what is right!
b. His crucifixion and resurrection give value and hope to all humanity: “Since the children have flesh and blood, he too shared in their humanity so that by his death he might destroy him who holds the power of death-- that is, the devil…” (NIV Hebrews 2:14)  Death is terrible, but Jesus’ death FOR US has brought victory over the devil, evil, wrong, and death!
c. He declares us His “blameless and innocent children.” (ESV Philippians 2:15) (See the other side of the insert.) Though many in our nation favor death, we – God’s forgiven children – are called to (shine the light of truth and (live God’s life-giving Word!
d. He calls us to shine in the darkness: “…that they may see [our] good deeds and praise [our] Father in heaven.” (NIV Matthew 5:16)  Though some kill the preborn, push aside the disabled, and abuse our elders, let us shine God’s holy will for all to see!
3. Shine the Good News FOR Life:
a. Shine and Expose the “Deeds of Darkness.”  The “crooked and twisted” needs to be exposed for what it is.  The Bible says: “Have nothing to do with the fruitless deeds of darkness, but rather expose them.” (NIV Ephesians 5:11)  Those doing evil in a dark room are content, but may God move us to turn on the light!
b. Shine and Share the Good News FOR Life – Let us share the Word of Life and it’s forgiveness, hope, and comfort.  Whether we have been involved with an abortion or not, we all need God’s forgiveness!  So God provided it for everyone through His Son who voluntarily died so that we could eternally live in Him!
c. Shine and Be the Good News FOR Life – Let us lift up the vulnerable, care for the hurting, embrace the sinner, change public policy.”  Do you know a single mother?  So help her with food, diapers, babysitting, and good news of LIFE in CHRIST!  Let’s also vote in every election for people who promise to speak for the humans who cannot speak for themselves!
Conclusion: We were dead in sin, but God has made us alive in Christ!  Though sin is great, God’s work in Christ is greater!  May God use us to shine His light of truth to (our friends, (our communities, (our nation, and (the world!
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