“We Have Been Forgiven!

Let Us Share the Good News!”
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The Resurrection of our Lord
Sunday  (  April 12, 2009  (  7:00 & 10:45
Sermon Theme: Jesus has (lived a sinless life, (endured the eternal punishment for our sins, (laid down His life, and (been raised the winner over sin, death, and the devil!  Let us (trust in Christ, (rejoice in His finished work, and (share the good news of His victory!
Introduction:  Dear friends in Christ, can the almighty God turn the bad news of our sin and death into the good news of forgiveness and life through Christ?  By all means!  Though the cross was terrible, God used it for something wonderful!
As we think back to last week, things seemed to progress from bad to worse, but God used the terrible events of Good Friday to rescue us from sin, death, and hell!  God is good!  Today, let us (understand, (receive, and (share the good news of Jesus’ finished work!
1. Understand:  After Jesus rose from the dead, He said to His disciples:  “’Everything must be fulfilled that is written about me in the Law of Moses, the Prophets and the Psalms.’  Then he opened their minds so they could understand the Scriptures.” (44-45)
a. How much of the Bible is about Jesus?  All of it!  Jesus said:  “You diligently study the Scriptures because you think that by them you possess eternal life.  These are the Scriptures that testify about me…” (NIV John 5:39)  The Bible is all about Jesus – God’s one and only Son – who lived, died, and rose to (take away our sins and (restore our relationship with God the Father!
b. How do we grow in our understanding?  God the Holy Spirit must open our minds and enable us to understand!  Jesus said:  “…the Holy Spirit…will teach you all things...” (John 14:26 NIV)  Furthermore, He will always do so in conjunction with the Bible, which is God’s Holy Word!  (Four new Bible studies will soon begin here at Bethlehem; please join us and grow in your understanding!)
2.  Receive:   Since all have sinned, the Bible tells us what the Son of God would do to save us:  “The Christ will suffer and rise from the dead on the third day…” (46)  (Jesus lived to die!  (Jesus’ entire life was for the ultimate purpose of His suffering, His death, and His resurrection!  (Heaven is now open to all who receive Jesus Christ as their Savior!
a. The Bible says:  “Seek the LORD while He may be found; Call upon Him while He is near.” (Isaiah 55:6 NAS)
b. The Bible says:  “The LORD is near to all who call upon Him, to all who call upon Him in truth.” (Psalm 145:18 NAS)
c. Jesus said to Paul:  “I am sending you to them to (open their eyes and (turn them from darkness to light, and from the power of Satan to God, so that they may receive (forgiveness of sins and (a place among those who are sanctified by faith in me.” (Acts 26:17b-18 NIV)
3. Share:  Jesus said:  “…repentance and forgiveness of sins will be preached in [my] name to all nations, beginning at Jerusalem.” (47)  
a. What is repentance?  True sorrow for our sins (which includes a desire to not continue in them) and trust alone in Jesus for the forgiveness of our sins!
b. What is forgiveness?  It’s like wiping the slate clean!  Though we have sinned, we are clean and sinless in God’s sight only through our saving relationship with Jesus!  That is good news!
c. How do we share the good news?

i. Know the basics:
1. All have sinned.

2. Jesus is the only Savior!

3. God enables people to believe in Jesus by the Spirit through the Word!
ii. Tell others what God has done for you – though I have sinned and deserve nothing good, God has given me the gift of heaven through Jesus!  If others want to receive God’s eternal blessings; then share the basics and let God do His work!
Conclusion:   Let me conclude with a story that should encourage us to always (do what is right and (properly shine the light of Christ! (Matthew 5:16)
Years ago a preacher from out-of-state accepted a call to a church in Houston, Texas.  Some weeks after he arrived, he had an occasion to ride a bus from his church to the downtown area.  When he sat down on the bus, he discovered that the driver had given him too much change – an extra 25 cents!
Then he thought to himself:  I should give the quarter back; that would be right; but it’s only a quarter, the bus company will never miss it!

When his stop came, he paused momentarily at the door; then he handed the quarter to the driver and said:  “Here, you gave me too much change.”
The driver, with a smile, replied:  “Aren't you the new preacher in town?  I’ve been thinking about going somewhere to church, so I put you to the test.  I wanted to see what you would do if I gave you too much change.  Now I know; I'll see you in church this Sunday!”

When the preacher stepped off the bus, he literally grabbed the nearest light pole, held on, and prayed:  “Oh God, I almost sold your Son for a quarter!”

Let us always remember:  Our lives are the only Bible some people may ever read!  And all God’s people said:  Amen!
This and other sermons are available on Bethlehem’s website: www.blc7500.com
Please share them with your family, friends, neighbors, and coworkers!
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