“Is There Something in YOUR Life 

that is More Important than Jesus?”
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19th Sunday after Pentecost, 18th after Trinity – 2009
Saturday, October 10 ( 5:00   (   Sunday, October 11 ( 8:15 & 10:45 
Sermon Theme: The man had riches, politicians have power, and many of us have lives filled with family commitments, work, sports, and more.  No matter what things we have, let’s NEVER put them before Jesus!
Introduction:  Dear friends, men who trap animals in Africa for zoos in America say that one of the hardest animals to catch is the ring-tailed monkey.  However, for the African Zulus, it's simple!  Their trap is nothing more than a melon growing on a vine.

Since the seeds of this melon are a favorite of the monkey, the Zulus simply cut a hole in the melon, just large enough for the monkey to insert his hand to reach the seeds inside.  When the monkey sticks his hand in and grabs as many seeds as he can, he is not able to pull it out – because his fist is now larger than the hole.  The monkey will pull and tug for hours, but he cannot get free because he refuses to let go of the seeds.  Meanwhile, the Zulus sneak up and nab him.

Let’s see how the man in today’s gospel reading was being held captive in a similar manner:

1. NIV Mark 10:17 As Jesus started on his way, a man ran up to him and fell on his knees before him. “Good teacher,” he asked, “what must I do to inherit eternal life?”
a. Ran – he was serious; fell on his knees – he was respectful; he said, “Good teacher,” – he was complimentary; and he assumed the reception of eternal life was based on his performance, so he asked, “what must I do…?”
b. Being serious, respectful, and complimentary toward Jesus are good, but (no act of goodness, (no life of love, (no charitable giving can ever gain eternal life!
2. 18 “Why do you call me good?” Jesus answered. “No one is good--except God alone.”
a. The meaning of “good” is in the mind of the speaker.  One person says: “Good game” – meaning: We won!  While another person says: “Good game” – meaning: We played well, but we lost!  Jesus wanted the man to think about the meaning of “good.”
b. Then, regarding the “good” that is needed for eternal life, Jesus pointed to “God alone.”  God’s goodness is absolutely right, perfect, and holy; no person can ever elevate himself to God’s standard of “good.”
3. 19 “You know the commandments: ‘Do not murder, do not commit adultery, do not steal, do not give false testimony, do not defraud [deceive or cheat], honor your father and mother.’” 
a. Why did Jesus put the commandments in a big pile?  He was trying to help the man see his impossible task of ever making himself “good” in God’s sight!
b. What is important for all people?  (To know their goodness cannot save them; (to see their sin, which condemns them; and (to trust in Jesus Christ alone for the full forgiveness of their sins!
4. 20 “Teacher,” he declared, “all these I have kept since I was a boy.”
a. So far the man has been blind to the truth:  (He still didn’t understand God’s sinless standard; (he still thought his works were good enough; and (he still trusted in his own goodness.
b. Imagine a teacher explaining how to pass a certain test:  You MUST get 100%!  Now, imagine the test paper being returned to someone who got 99%.  I can imagine the reaction:  “I only missed one question!”  “99% is always a passing grade!”  Nevertheless, the person failed!  When Jesus returns, people will say similar things:  “I did better than most!”  “Everyone said I was a good person!”  Nevertheless, the person will be sent to eternal punishment!  Our goodness will NEVER save us!
5. 21 Jesus looked at him and loved him. “One thing you lack,” he said. “Go, sell everything you have and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven. Then come, follow me.”
a. Jesus “loved him,” so He got to the root of his problem:  “…sell everything… give to the poor, and… follow me.”
b. What is Jesus saying to YOU today?  What in YOUR life is more important than Him?  Jesus said: NAS Mark 8:35 “For whoever wishes to save his life shall lose it; but whoever loses his life for My sake and the gospel's shall save it.”  ((Today’s memory verse!)  Be careful though, it’s not what we give up that saves us.  JESUS ALONE IS THE SAVIOR!  “The outward act is…merely the evidence of the inward change.” (Lenski, 437)
6. 22 At this the man's face fell. He went away sad, because he had great wealth.
a. What did the man do?  (He weighed his wealth; (he weighted eternal life; (then he went away sad because he decided that his wealth was more valuable to him than eternal life!
b. Is it possible that (your family commitments, (your work, (your sports, or (your hobbies are holding you captive like the ring-tailed monkey’s melon?  Let’s never go away sad, but always rejoice in Jesus!
Conclusion:  The devil was hunting a Christian.  First, he shot him with a fiery dart which struck him in the chest; but he was wearing the breastplate of righteousness so he wasn't harmed.  Second, the devil shot him in the head; but he was protected by the helmet of salvation.  Third, the devil shot him in the foot; but he was wearing the gospel of peace.  Then, as the Christian laughed and walked away, the devil fired an arrow into the Christian's wallet and killed him.

Let’s get rid of everything in our lives that are more important than Jesus!  And all God’s people said:  Amen!

This and other sermons are available on Bethlehem’s website: www.blc7500.com
Please share them with your family, friends, neighbors, and coworkers!
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