“How Should We Walk into 
a Difficult Situation?”
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With Purpose and Peace!

5th Sunday IN Lent
Sunday  (  March 29, 2009  (  8:15 & 10:45
Sermon Theme:  Even though many people fear or dread their future, Jesus shows us in today’s gospel reading how to walk into a most difficult situation with purpose and with peace!
Introduction:  Dear friends in Jesus Christ, what do you fear or dread?

· Going to work or school!
· Traveling on an airplane!
· Keeping your balance on a tightrope!

· Receiving test results or having surgery!
· Speaking in front of a large group!
· Walking on stilts through shark infested waters!
· Being persecuted for the sake of Christ!

· Dying in a slow and painful manner!
Though fear and dread are common, let’s learn from Jesus and the Bible so that we can proceed through life with purpose and peace in every circumstance!
1. The feelings of Jesus’ traveling companions:  32 “They were on their way up to Jerusalem, with Jesus leading the way…” – Going “up to Jerusalem” was of great significance: (Moses and Elijah spoke about it at Jesus’ transfiguration (Luke 9:31), (the Bible says that “Jesus resolutely set out for Jerusalem” (Luke 9:51), and (Jesus said: “I must keep going…for surely no prophet can die outside Jerusalem!” (Luke 13:33)  Though Jesus knew for certain that great pain and death awaited Him, He led the way with purpose and peace!
a. “…the disciples were astonished” – thus they were amazed and shocked!  They may have been thinking:  Why is Jesus so determined to walk toward those who hate Him and want to kill Him?
b. “…those who followed were afraid.”  The whole group included Jesus, His disciples, and others – probably people on their way to Jerusalem to celebrate the Passover.  As they traveled with Jesus, they may have (heard Him teach, (witnessed a miracle, and (been brought to faith, so they may have been afraid for His safety and their own!
2. The difficulty of Jesus’ coming situation:  The Bible says:  “Again he took the Twelve aside and told them what was going to happen to him.”  He spoke with certainty!
a. “We are going up to Jerusalem” – so don’t try to stop me or change my mind – like Peter did when I was forced to say to him: “Get behind me, Satan! … You do not have in mind the things of God, but the things of men.” (Mark 8:33 NIV)  I must go for your salvation!
b. “the Son of Man will be betrayed to the chief priests and teachers of the law.” – Yes, I’m talking about myself, “the Son of Man.”  Someone will make a deal behind my back which will lead to my arrest!
c. “They will condemn him to death” – You know me – I have never sinned, nor will I ever sin; nevertheless, the Jewish leaders will put me on trial and condemn me as worthy of death!
d.  They “will hand him over to the Gentiles” – As you know, the Jews have no authority to kill anyone; therefore, they will hand me over to the Gentiles, thus the Romans, who will carry out the death sentence with their usual method – crucifixion!
e. They “will mock him” – Yes, once I am turned over to the Gentiles, the Roman soldiers will make fun of who I am: The King of the Jews!
f. They will “spit on him” – Yes, they will insult me in many terrible ways!
g. They will “flog him” – Yes, they will even (tie me to a post, (strip off my clothes, and (nearly beat me to death!
h. They will “kill him” – I know many expect me to establish an earthly kingdom, but that is not why I came; my kingdom is not of this world; therefore, when my work is done, I will lay down my life!
Can you imagine being Jesus’ disciple back then, hearing what was coming, and dreading every step that moved you closer to Jerusalem?
3. Guidance in proceeding with purpose and peace:  
a. Jesus also told His disciples: “Three days later he will rise.” – Though things will be so terrible that you will tend to forget about my promise, keep looking for the light at the end of the tunnel – knowing that my death will not be the end; I will rise!  Jesus kept the big picture in mind: (I am the Son of God, (I am following my Father’s plan, (I must lay down my life to make the way for all people, and (I will rise victorious on the third day!  So knowing His purpose and the Father’s will, He pressed on with peace!
b. Let us keep the big picture in mind:  In 2 Corinthians 12, Paul was shown the third heaven – the dwelling place of God; then, to keep him humble, God gave him some sort of a severe affliction.  Though it was unpleasant, it was given for Paul’s benefit.  Jesus said to him: “…my power is made perfect in weakness.” (9) In other words, your affliction will cause you to fully rely on me, which is ultimately best!  So Paul lived with purpose and peace!
Conclusion:  Difficulties will always be in our future, but may God keep us focused on (His purpose, (His help in carrying us through, and (the light that He will always provide at the end of the tunnel!  And all God’s people said: Amen!
This and other sermons are available on Bethlehem’s website: www.blc7500.com
Please share them with your family, friends, neighbors, and coworkers!
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