“Are You INSIDE or OUTSIDE?”

And how does that reality influence your daily life?
Based on Mark 1:14-15
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   (  From Sin ( to Trust in the Good News!

3rd Sunday after the Epiphany
Sunday, January 25, 2009 ► 8:15 & 10:45
Sermon Theme: God knows that many in today’s world are spiritually dead, or following a path away from His gift of eternal salvation.  Therefore, today, we come to Jesus pertinent, urgent, loving plea: “Repent and believe in the good news!”
Introduction: Dear friends in Christ!  God created all people to be unique, different, and special; however, at the same time, all people are in one of two categories – either INSIDE or OUTSIDE the kingdom of God; there is no in between!
Furthermore, a person’s position highly influences his daily life!  For example: A Christian child honors her parents, while a Christian employee does his very best – just because it is right and pleasing to God!
Today’s sermon will identify what it means to be INSIDE versus OUTSIDE; it will also expand upon the corresponding results in our daily lives!
1. The Setting – “After John [the baptizer] was put in prison, Jesus went into Galilee [the area in the north, near the Sea of Galilee], proclaiming the good news of God.” (NIV Mark 1:14)  
a. Why was John imprisoned?  Herod did not like John’s message, so he silenced, imprisoned [later beheaded] the messenger!  Herod was married, “but divorced [his wife] to marry his own niece, Herodias, who was already his brother’s wife.” (CSSB, 1552)  And what did John say to Herod?  “It is not lawful for you to have your brother's wife.” (NAB Mk. 6:18)  The truth can hurt!
b. Jesus picked up where John left off: John had been preaching: “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is near.” (NIV Matthew 3:2)  Once John was imprisoned, Jesus continued God’s work among the people!
2. The Continual Call to Repent and Believe – Jesus prefaced His call by saying:
a. “The time has come…” (It has been filled – like filling a container all the way to the top.)  Then we must logically ask: What time has come?  Jesus told us: “The [time when] kingdom of God is near.” (15)  Not near and coming yet closer, but “so close to the hearers of Jesus that they may enter it at this very moment.” (Lenski, 64)  But how?  Jesus told us:
b. “Repent and believe [in]
 the good news!” – Since (the time has come, (the kingdom of God is near, and (Jesus wants us to eternally benefit from His saving work, He spoke a loving command, a good news command!  As a starving person rejoices in the command: Eat, so a person OUTSIDE the kingdom should rejoice in the command: Repent and believe!  Jesus’ command is even more wonderful because, along with His command, comes the power, the ability to do it (of ourselves, we are helpless; 1Cor. 2:14)!
i. But what does it mean to repent?  The Greek root word is metanoe,w (metanoeō), which means to: “have a change of heart, turn from one's sins, change one's ways.” (Bible Works, 3.5)  The Theological Dictionary of the New Testament makes this comment: metanoe,w.  “This word… [means] ‘to note after or late’ (often with the sense ‘too late’).” (639)
1. Too late: Those who will put off repenting until the day Jesus’ returns!

2. Taking advantage: Like those on the Day of Pentecost who saw their sins and cried out: “Brothers, what shall we do?” [And] Peter replied, “Repent [and believe] for the forgiveness of your sins.” (NIV Acts 2:37-38)
ii. And what does it mean to believe?  The Greek root word is pisteu,w (pistouō), which means to: “believe (in), have faith (in) (with God or Christ as object).” (Bible Works, 3.5)  Those who believe in such a way that God moves them from being OUTSIDE the kingdom to INSIDE the kingdom:
1. Have their trust, their confidence in Jesus Christ alone (His life, His death, His resurrection) – not in anything they have done!
2. Have such trust in Him for a specific reason – for their very entrance into heaven, thus for forgiveness, spiritual life, and eternal salvation!
3. The Corresponding Results – Dear brothers and sisters in Jesus Christ, when God brings us INSIDE the kingdom, we not only have the very gift of heaven but we are brand new creatures in Jesus Christ!  We know it on the inside and it shows on the outside!
a. First, we ponder the difference: I was dead in my sins; on the path which leads to eternal punishment.  But God (opened my eyes, (showed me my wrong, (moved me to repent, and (enabled me to believe!  Now, I am alive in Christ and heaven is my home!
b. Second, our minds are filled with God’s Word: The Bible says: “…be transformed by the renewing of your mind…” (NAS Rom. 12:2)  The Word does that work!
c. Third, we are filled with gratitude: Gratitude is connected with attitude!  Before I lived for me; now I want to live for Him (Gal. 2:20; 2 Cor. 5:15)!
d. Fourth, others see our transformation: 
i. Children try to honor, respect, and obey their parents, grandparents, and teachers!

ii. Youth try to study the Word, discover God’s will for their lives, and share Jesus with their friends!

iii. Adults try to (be open to God’s will, (be godly parents and spouses, (honor God in their work, (maintain God-pleasing priorities, (help others according to their needs, (forgive as they have been forgiven,  and so much more!
Conclusion: Now, INSIDE the kingdom through Christ, may that show in all our ways!  And all God’s people said: Amen!
This and other sermons are available on Bethlehem’s website: www.blc7500.com
� The Greek word evn (in) is included in this position in the Greek text, but left out of the NIV translation.





