“What do Evil Spirits and God have in Common?”
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                                                             Both

                                                                           are







    REAL

                                                          and
                                                           POWERFUL!
4th Sunday after the Epiphany
Sunday  (  February 1, 2009  (  8:15 & 10:45
Sermon Theme: We confess: I believe in all things, visible and invisible!  That includes evil spirits (who are fallen angels) and God.  What does their reality and power mean in our lives today?
Introduction:  Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, do you believe in invisible realities?  Though you have not actually seen: God, angels, demons, and souls, do you believe they are real?  If yes, why do you believe in the reality of such things?  I hope you said: Because of the Bible!
God has given us His Holy Word for our benefit – (to make us wise unto salvation through faith in Jesus and (to tell us the truth about God, angels, demons, souls, and more!
1. Who is the Only True God?  “The only true God is the Triune God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, three distinct persons in one divine being (the Holy Trinity).”

2. What are Evil Spirits / Demons?  They are NOT spirits of people who have died; those spirits leave their bodies at death and depart this earth – believers to heaven (Luke 23:39-43) and unbelievers to hell (Luke 16:22-23).  Demons are not the spirits of dead people, but fallen angels!
  
3. Is Demon Possession Real?  Yes!  

a. In today’s gospel reading – Just then a man in their synagogue who was possessed by an evil spirit cried out, “What do you want with us, Jesus of Nazareth?  Have you come to destroy us?  I know who you are--the Holy One of God!” (NIV Mark 1:23-24)  What happened?  A human being had an evil spirit / a demon within him who spoke out of the man’s mouth.  Furthermore, the evil spirit knew certain realities about Jesus; He (is of Nazareth, (is the Holy One of God, and (will eventually destroy – thus forever cast into the lake of fire – the devil, all evil angels, and even all unbelievers!

b. In today’s world – Many deny the reality of demon possession, by explaining it away as mental illness or insanity; nevertheless, demons are real:
i. Emilie Rose – Her real name is Anneliese Michel, born in 1952, died in 1976.  Father Renz and Pastor Alt tried 67 times over a 10 month period to exorcise the demon/s from Anneliese, but without success!

ii. Julia – “…was clearly demon possessed, according to a board-certified psychiatrist and associate professor of clinical psychiatry at New York Medical College.  [Julia, who had] a long history of involvement with Satanic groups, was observed by a team of priests, deacons, several lay assistants, psychiatrists, [and] nuns … levitating six inches off the ground while objects flew off shelves in the same room…”

4. Is God More Powerful than Demons?  Yes!  

a. In today’s gospel reading – “Be quiet!” said Jesus sternly. “Come out of him!”  The evil spirit shook the man violently and came out of him with a shriek. (25-26) Wow, Jesus gave two commands to the evil spirit: Be quiet!  Come out!  And he obeyed!  Why?  Because Jesus is the Son of God and all authority has been given to Him in heaven and on earth!

b. In the Book of Revelation – 7 “…there was war in heaven.  Michael and his angels fought against the dragon, and the dragon and his angels fought back. 8 But he was not strong enough, and they lost their place in heaven. 9 The great dragon was hurled down-- that ancient serpent called the devil, or Satan, who leads the whole world astray.  He was hurled to the earth, and his angels with him.” (NIV Revelation 12)
c. In today’s world – God remains the same; the Bible says this about the Son of God: “Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever.” (NIV Hebrews 13:8)  Therefore, Jesus still has authority and power over the devil himself and all his evil angels!
5. What is our Protection Against Demons?  (God’s Holy Word, (Jesus Christ, (the Holy Spirit, and (the full armor of God (Ephesians 6:14-17), which includes in part:
a. The belt of truth – which sets us free! (John 8:31-32)
b. The breastplate of righteousness – which is ours through faith in Jesus! (Romans 3:21-22)
c. The shield of faith – by which we trust in God and His Word, regardless of our circumstances! (Hebrews 11:1)
d. The helmet of salvation – which sets our minds at peace in Christ!  (Philippians 4:6-7) (and)
e. The sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God!
6. 
Conclusion: God warns us: (1) “Be of sober spirit, be on the alert.  Your adversary, the devil, prowls about like a roaring lion, seeking someone to devour.” (NAS 1 Peter 5:8)  (2) “…woe to the earth and the sea, because the devil has gone down to you!  He is filled with fury, because he knows that his time is short.” (NIV Revelation 12:12)
Then God gives us instruction and comfort:

· “Submit therefore to God.  Resist the devil and he will flee from you.” (NAS James 4:7)
· “You are from God, little children, and have overcome them; because greater is He who is in you than he who is in the world.” (NAS 1 John 4:4)
And all God’s children said: Amen!

For more information about demons!

This and other sermons are available on Bethlehem’s website: www.blc7500.com
Please share them with your family, friends, neighbors, and coworkers!
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