“Jesus, His Miracles, and His Teachings”

What are Their Important Connections?
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5th Sunday after the Epiphany
Sunday  (  February 8, 2009  (  8:15 & 10:45
Introduction:  Dear friends in Christ: Think about Jesus’ life; what was more important?
· The miracles He performed!
· The content of what He taught!
Also, what is the proper connection between His miracles and His teachings?  Listen for the answers in this sermon!
1. Jesus Healed Peter’s Mother-in-Law:  She “was in bed with a [high, Luke 4:38] fever, and they told Jesus about her.  So he went to her [rebuked the fever, Luke 4:39], took her hand and helped her up.  The fever left her and she began to wait on them.” (30-31) Jesus did not heal with a home remedy nor prescription drugs; instead, He healed instantly and miraculously!
a. Connection Number One – His miraculous physical healing ability pointed to the fact that Jesus is the Promised Messiah!  Do you remember what Jesus said to John’s disciples?  “Go back and report to John what you hear and see: The blind receive sight, the lame walk, those who have leprosy are cured, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, and the good news is preached to the poor.” (Matthew 11:4-5 NIV)
b. How can you know when you have been healed?  When the pain is gone, when the fever has come down, when the disease is no more!  But what indicated that Peter’s mother-in-law was healed?  “The fever left her and she began to wait on them.”  Similar to Peter’s mother-in-law we were all sick with sin, but have we been healed in Christ?  One sign is a change from inward concern – poor me, to a genuine outward concern for the needs of others!

2. Jesus Healed Many Sick and Drove Out Many Demons: “That evening after sunset the people brought to Jesus all the sick and demon-possessed. … Jesus healed many who had various diseases.  He also drove out many demons...” (32-34)
a. ALL the sick and demon-possessed were brought to Jesus – Though the people had a variety of different diseases, Jesus – the Great Physician – healed them all!  Even the many demons were no match for Jesus, who immediately and thoroughly drove them out!
b. Connection Number Two – Though demons are powerful fallen angels, they are no match for Jesus who is God in the flesh! (John 1:1, 14)
3. Jesus Proclaimed the Truth:
a. Notice how Jesus’ day of proclaiming the truth began – “Very early in the morning, while it was still dark, Jesus got up, left the house and went off to a solitary place, where he prayed.” (35)
i. Trust and Prayer – Even though Jesus is the Son of God, the second Person of the Holy Trinity, He trusted His Father in heaven, so He called upon Him in prayer for guidance and strength.  Then Jesus was equipped to proclaim the truth!
ii. A World War II Story – After the Battle of the Bulge, a German officer was describing the capture of an American unit early in the fighting. This unit had in its possession a box which contained a cake. What was remarkable about the cake is that it had been sent to an American soldier from Boston and it was still fresh. This German officer described his feelings when he realized that the Americans had the resources to fly over cakes from home even in the midst of a global war.  He said that he knew then, that they would never defeat an enemy that had such resources for the waging of the battle.

You and I have a resource that can help us in life’s daily battles, if only we will make room for it.  It is time alone with God.  It is one-on-One communication with the Creator and Sustainer of life.
  Remember, “…our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the powers, against the world forces of this darkness, against the spiritual forces of wickedness in the heavenly places.” (Ephesians 6:12 NAS)  So let us be diligent in prayer!
b. Jesus stated one of the main reasons why He came into the world:  "Let us go … -- so I can preach... That is why I have come.”  So he traveled throughout Galilee, preaching in their synagogues and driving out demons. (38-39)
c. Connection Number Three – The many healings and exorcisms done by Jesus prove that His words are true!  Dr. Kretzmann wrote: “The healing was a secondary consideration; it was intended merely to confirm the Word.” (NT 1:170)  So the word is important!  Jesus said: “If you abide in My word, then you are truly disciples of Mine; and you shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free.” (John 8:31-32 NAS)  And what is the truth?  We are all sinners, but Jesus is God’s Son who lived and died to take away our sins!
Conclusion:  Since miracles validate Jesus’ words and prove that He is God, let us (trust in Him as our only Savior, (honor Him in all our ways, and (learn more about Him by studying the Holy Bible!  And all God’s people said: Amen!
This and other sermons are available on Bethlehem’s website: www.blc7500.com
Please share them with your family, friends, neighbors, and coworkers!
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Words of Wisdom for Busy People: Burnout is not the result of too much activity.  It is the result of the wrong kind of activity.
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