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2nd Sunday IN Lent
Sunday  (  March 8, 2009  (  8:15 & 10:45
Introduction:  Dear friends, are you a Christian?  If you said “Yes,” what does THAT mean to YOU?  Does your relationship with Christ influence (your thoughts, words, and deeds, (how you calculate your income taxes, (what you watch on TV, (where you go on vacation, and (how you spend your money?
Though many people are merely Sunday morning Christians, true followers of Jesus Christ are 24-7 Christians!  Think about how that statement as we go through today’s gospel reading.
1. Who do YOU say Jesus is?  27 Jesus and his disciples went on to the villages around Caesarea Philippi.  On the way he asked them, “Who do people say I am?” 28 They replied, “Some say John the Baptist; others say Elijah; and still others, one of the prophets.” 29 “But what about you?” he asked.  “Who do you say I am?” Peter answered, “You are the Christ.” 30 Jesus warned them not to tell anyone about him.
a. Many opinions exist – In Jesus’ day some said “John the Baptist; others [said] Elijah; and still others, one of the prophets.”  Today people tend to say: good man, great teacher, miracle worker.
b. Peter, YOU – Peter, speaking for the disciples, said: “You are the Christ.”  “The confession of Peter is the confession of all true believers of all times.  …  By his personal relation to Jesus Christ, the Son of God, will the fate of every person be determined.” (Kretzmann, NT 1:209)  So who do YOU say Jesus is?
2. Do YOU have in mind the things of God OR the things of men?  31 He then began to teach them that the Son of Man must suffer many things and be rejected by the elders, chief priests and teachers of the law, and that he must be killed and after three days rise again. 32 He spoke plainly about this, and Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him. 33 But when Jesus turned and looked at his disciples, he rebuked Peter.  “Get behind me, Satan!” he said.  “You do not have in mind the things of God, but the things of men.”
a. Now that we know who Jesus is, we learn the details of what His mission MUST include – (much suffering, (rejection by the Jewish leaders, and (death!  All such things were part of God’s plan to (defeat sin, death, and the devil, and (restore the ruined relationship between God and man!
b. Peter, YOU – Peter rebuked Jesus, which means he sharply scolded Jesus!  What a contrast!  One moment Peter declared Jesus to be the Christ, but the next moment Peter said that Jesus didn’t know what He was talking about!  Therefore, Jesus got the attention of the others and made an example out of Peter!  Kretzmann wrote: “And the warning [from Jesus] stands to-day for all those that would weaken the fact of Christ’s suffering and death in the interest of sinful mankind.” (NT 1:210)  So what is on YOUR mind, the things of God or the things of men?
3. Rightly knowing who Jesus is AND having in mind the things of God, do these words of Jesus characterize YOUR daily life?  34 Then he called the crowd to him along with his disciples and said: 
a. “If anyone would come after me, he must deny himself and take up his cross and follow me.”  Such following does not make a person a disciple – that is by grace through faith, but such living is the outward evidence of the inward presence of faith!  Kretzmann wrote: “…the entire life of the Christian will finally resolve itself into that one purpose, to follow Christ wherever He may lead…” (NT 1:211)
b. 35 “For whoever wants to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for me and for the gospel will save it.”  To save our lives is to participate in the all the pleasures of this world, which is the opposite of denying ourselves.  People who continue to participate will lose out on God’s gift of eternal life!  But those who give up on their own desires for the sake of Christ will find true life and happiness in Him!
c. 36 “What good is it for a man to gain the whole world, yet forfeit his soul? 37 Or what can a man give in exchange for his soul?”  Imagine an old fashioned scale; on one side is the extreme of health, wealth, and pleasure; the other side is one eternal soul.  Which one is more valuable to YOU – health, wealth, and pleasure OR eternity with Christ?  Most people will SAY “eternity with Christ.”  But how does that play out in your life?  Kretzmann notes: “…in practice the great majority discard the idea [of putting Christ first] as foolish; [then he explains how most proceed; they] enjoy this life first, and, if there is still time, [they] prepare for the next, that is the religion of many...” (NT 1:211)
d. 38 “If anyone is ashamed of me and my words in this adulterous and sinful generation, the Son of Man will be ashamed of him when he comes in his Father's glory with the holy angels.”  Those words speak of three events: (1) the message of sin and salvation has been proclaimed, (2) people have chosen to be ashamed of Jesus in various ways, and (3) Jesus will be ashamed of them when He returns, thus “They will be punished with everlasting destruction…” (2 Thess. 1:9 NIV)
Conclusion:  One day the artist Rōdin’, saw a huge, carved crucifix beside a road.  He immediately loved it, purchased it, and arranged to have it carted back to his house.  But, unfortunately, it was too big for the building.  So, of all things, he knocked out the walls, raised the roof, and rebuilt his home around the cross. (Best Sermons 3, Harper & Row, 1990, 115)
Upon hearing Jesus' call to radical discipleship, I pray you will knock down the walls and rebuild your life around the cross of your Lord Jesus Christ!  And all who agree said: Amen!
This and other sermons are available on Bethlehem’s website: www.blc7500.com
Please share them with your family, friends, neighbors, and coworkers!

