“It’s Not Easy to Be a Family!”

Based on Matthew 1:18-25 NIV
5th Sunday of Easter – 2009, Mother’s Day
Saturday, May 3 ( 5:00   (   Sunday, May 10 ( 8:15 & 10:45 
Sermon Theme:  Since the family unit is a key part of God’s design, mothers and fathers are willing to endure all things for the benefit of their children!  Let’s see how that was true for Mary and Joseph in connection with Jesus’ birth!
Introduction:  Dear friends in Christ, Mother's Day was declared a National Holiday in 1914 by President Woodrow Wilson.  He directed the Congress to designate the second Sunday of May as a special day for all people to publicly express love and reverence for the mothers of America!
And why should we express such love and reverence?  Our mothers have (carried us, (given birth to us, (nourished us, (changed us (our diapers), (taught us, (cooked for us, (transported us, and (put up with us!
When we were growing up it probably wasn’t easy for our parents, but – with God’s blessing – they endured!  Today, on this Mother’s Day 2009, we turn to the difficult circumstances of Joseph and Mary in connection with Jesus’ conception!

1. An Apparent Scandal:  
a. 18 “His mother Mary was pledged to be married to Joseph, but before they came together, she was found to be with child through the Holy Spirit.” 
i. Mary and Joseph were engaged, which included “a solemn promise before witnesses (Ezra 16:8; Mal. 2:14), embodying the essentials of the marriage vow.” (Lenski, 40)  They were not yet married, there should be no sex, but Joseph is called her husband and she is called His wife.
ii. However, a huge problem became known to Joseph!  His wife-to-be was pregnant AND – to make matters worse – HE WAS NOT THE FATHER!
b. 19 “Because Joseph her husband was a righteous man and did not want to expose her to public disgrace, he had in mind to divorce her quietly.”
i. What does it mean that “Joseph…was a righteous man…”?  He (believed the Scriptures, (trusted in God, and (was waiting for the appearance of the promised Messiah!  To be righteous is essential for our entrance into heaven, but we can never make ourselves right!  So we need “This righteousness from God [which] comes through faith in Jesus Christ to all who believe.” (Rom. 3:22 NIV)
ii. So how did Joseph – an OT Christian – respond to his wife’s pregnancy?  He could have reported her apparent adultery to the community; she could have been stoned to death (Deut. 22:23-24).  But, instead, he chose to divorce her quietly.  It’s not easy for anyone to be family, but it is important!
2. An Angelic Explanation:  
a. 20 “But after he had considered this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, ‘Joseph son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary home as your wife, because what is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 21 She will give birth to a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus, because he will save his people from their sins.’” 
i. Try to imagine Joseph’s difficult situation:  He is essentially married and his wife is pregnant, but the child is not his and his wife claims that she did nothing wrong!  It just doesn’t add up, it’s impossible, Mary must be lying – UNLESS “what is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit.”  Earlier, the angel Gabriel told Mary how she would become pregnant with these words:  “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you.” (Luke 1:35 NIV)
ii. Then the angel told Joseph about the extraordinary work which would be performed by the child in Mary’s womb:  “he will save his people from their sins.”  In today’s world, people may list the big problems as (cancer, (unemployment, and (war – but sin is greater AND all problems in the world result from sin!  In other words, sin is the ROOT of the problem!  Therefore, Jesus came to save us and all from the GREATEST PROBLEM OF ALL!
b. 22 “All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had said through the prophet:” Isaiah (7:14).  Jesus is the Word made flesh, “Immanuel”--which means, “God with us.”  Are you struggling to be a mother, a father, a family?  Trust in the King of kings and Lord of lords!
3. A Faithful Response:  24 “When Joseph woke up, he did what the angel of the Lord had commanded him and took Mary home as his wife. 25 But he had no union with her until she gave birth to a son.  And he gave him the name Jesus.”
a. When we trust in God, we take Him at His word – no matter how impossible it may seem!  So Joseph (believed the angel, (took Mary home as his wife, and (named the child Jesus!
b. Though we are all tempted to go our own ways, God’s ways are always best – even when they are difficult!  God has promised:  “Do not fear, for I am with you; Do not anxiously look about you, for I am your God.  I will strengthen you, surely I will help you, Surely I will uphold you with My righteous right hand.” (Isaiah 41:10 NAS)
Conclusion:   On this Mother’s Day 2009, let us (praise God for Jesus who saved us from our sins, (thank God for the gift of our mothers, and (trust God to help us in every area of our lives!  And all God’s people said:  Amen!
This Week’s Memory Verse:  She will give birth to a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus, because he will save his people from their sins.
This Week’s Assigned Readings: 5/10 – Jesus Miracles: Matthew 8:1-17; 5/11 - Palm Sunday: Matthew 21:1-11; 5/12 -  Jesus’ Return: Matthew 24:36-44; 5/13 - The Final Judgment: Matthew 24:31-46; 5/14 - The Lord’s Supper: Matthew 26:17-30; 5/15 – Jesus is Arrested: Matthew 26:47-56; 5/16 – Jesus on Trial: Matthew 26:57-68

This and other sermons are available on Bethlehem’s website: www.blc7500.com
Please share them with your family, friends, neighbors, and coworkers!
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