“Heaven is NOT Automatic”
Based on Matthew 24:36-44
 
6th Sunday of Easter – 2009
Saturday, May 16  5:00      Sunday, May 17  8:15 & 10:45
Sermon Theme:  Confirmation is an important step so we rejoice with those being confirmed, but even more important is our ever-continuing, ever-growing relationship with our Lord Jesus Christ!

Introduction:  Dear friends, over 2,000 years ago the Son of God became also the Son of Man in the Person of Jesus!   He came to fulfill the law – to live a sinless life in our place; then to receive our sin and punishment.  Jesus’ death sealed His victory; then Jesus’ resurrection made His victory known to the world!  Now, Jesus is reigning (1 Corinthians 15:24-25); someday, Jesus will return – that is today’s topic!

1. Who knows when Jesus will return?  
a. Jesus said:  36 “No one knows about that day or hour, not even the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father.”  God is Triune – three divine persons in one divine being.  “In their essential oneness the three persons know all things,”[footnoteRef:2] but Jesus – in His state of humiliation, during His earthly life – did not choose to know when He would return! [2:  R. C. H. Lenski, The Interpretation of St. Matthew’s Gospel (Minneapolis: Augsburg Publishing House, 1943), 955.] 

b. But some think they do know when Jesus will return!  Some of the current potential dates are June 21, 2009 (in 35 days), May 14, 2011, and December 21, 2012.[footnoteRef:3]  As Jesus said: “No one knows about that day,” so I urge you:  Don’t give away your possessions and camp out on a high mountain; nevertheless, be ever-ready because Jesus will definitely return! [3:  http://www.jonathanselby.com/May14,2011.html ] 


2. What will be happening when Jesus does return?  
a. 37 “As it was in the days of Noah, so it will be at the coming of the Son of Man.  In other words:  As most did not expect the flood, thus were not ready; so most do not expect Jesus’ return, thus are not ready!
b. 38 For in the days before the flood, people were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, up to the day Noah entered the ark; 39 and they knew nothing about what would happen until the flood came and took them all away.  That is how it will be at the coming of the Son of Man.”
i. What did God promise in the days of Noah?  “I will wipe mankind, whom I have created, from the face of the earth--men and animals,… creatures…, and birds…--for I am grieved that I have made them.” (Gen. 6:7 NIV)
ii. So are eating, drinking, and marrying sins?  By no means, but to hear of God’s promised wrath and yet to continue as normal is a total rejection of who God is and what He has promised!   These words of warning, preached by Paul, continue to go forth today:  God “commands all people everywhere to repent.  For he has set a day when he will judge the world with justice by the man he has appointed.” (Acts 17:30-31 NIV)  Upon hearing those words, don’t be like the people in the days of Noah – but sit up, listen, and repent!

3. Will some be given a second chance?  40 “Two men will be in the field; one will be taken and the other left. 41 Two women will be grinding with a hand mill; one will be taken and the other left.”  The word “left” causes us to recall the idea, the books, and/or the movies about being “left behind.”
a. Some believe in this sequence of events:  A secret return of Jesus – when all believers are raptured or caught up, 3 ½ good years, 3 ½ years of tribulation, and a 1,000-year reign of Christ on earth; then the end will come!  Furthermore, such people teach a second chance – if you’re not caught up in the rapture, then make sure you accept Christ as your Savior sometime during the next seven years!
b. We believe there is no second chance:  Today is the day of salvation because Jesus will return only once!  That one return will be the rapture, the end of time, and the final judgment!

4. Why is it important for us to always be ready?  
a. Jesus said:  42 “Therefore keep watch, because you do not know on what day your Lord will come.”  You may conclude:  Since June 21, 2009, May 14, 2011, and December 21, 2012 are potential dates for Jesus’ return, I will get serious about Jesus – just before each date!  But what are the problems with such a plan?
i. You may die before any of those dates!
ii. Those dates are probably wrong (no one knows)!
iii. No one is able to accept Christ as his Savior![footnoteRef:4] [4:  Apart from God’s transforming action, all are spiritually blind (1 Corinthians 2:14), spiritually dead (Ephesians 2:1), and spiritual enemies of God (Romans 8:7).] 

b. Again, Jesus said:  44 …the Son of Man will come at an hour when you do not expect him.”  So the only good response is to be ever-ready!  That is God’s work, not ours!  He took action to unite us to Christ in baptism[footnoteRef:5] and He continues to take action through the Word[footnoteRef:6] to keep us in Christ – to keep us ever-ready! [5:  Galatians 3:27; Titus 3:5]  [6:  Romans 10:17; James 1:18; 1 Peter 1:23; Acts 20:32] 

c. The Bible warns:  3 While people are saying, “Peace and safety,” destruction will come on them suddenly, as labor pains on a pregnant woman, and they will not escape. (1 Thess. 5:3 NIV)  Many in that large group will be people who were baptized and confirmed, who held church membership, and who attended and served!  So the question is this:  Will we continue to diligently use the Word, so that God will keep us in Christ?

Conclusion: 
· Heaven is not automatic, but it is God’s desire for all!
· Heaven is closed without Christ, but open thru Christ!
· Staying in Christ is always God’s work thru the Word!  
· So, diligently using the Word, let us know that God will keep us ever-ready for Jesus’ unexpected return!
And all God’s people said:  Amen!

This and other sermons are available on Bethlehem’s website: www.blc7500.com
Please share them with your family, friends, neighbors, and coworkers!
Bethlehem Lutheran Church, 7500 State Rd., Parma, Ohio 44134, 440-845-2230
