Christians are Forgiven
(  And it Shows!
Based on Matthew 5:1-12




All Saints Day – 2009
Saturday, October 31 ( 5:00  (  Sunday, November 1 ( 8:15 & 10:45
Sermon Theme:  Those who are OF THE WORLD are spiritually blind and dead, but those who are UNITED TO CHRIST, thus forgiven in Christ have been transformed – they are different, they are saints … and it shows!
Introduction:  Dear friends, on this All Saints Day 2009, we turn our attention toward:

· Our loved ones who have died over the past year!
· People we currently know! (and)
· Ourselves!

For each person HEAVEN is the ultimate goal, but our sin has closed and locked the door!  Similar to oil and water, sin and heaven do not mix.  So God took action to remove our sin!  Note the order and result of God’s saving work:

· Step one:  (God showed us our sins, (God made us sorry for our sins, (God showed us the finished work of Christ, (God drew us to Christ, and (God forgave our sins in Christ!

· Step two:  We are forgiven – AND IT SHOWS in many and various ways!  Jesus said: “…by their fruit you will recognize them.” (Matt. 7:20 NIV)
That brings us to today’s sermon text – the beatitudes.  In verse after verse Jesus described people who are blessed, thus happy!  They are happy because they have received God’s forgiveness in Christ – AND IT SHOWS!

The first four beatitudes deal with our relationship with God.
As we think today about our loved ones and ourselves, may we (see the PROOF of God’s saving work and (be at peace!
1. 3 “Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.”  The POOR in spirit are those who know they are spiritually bankrupt AND – by God’s grace – trust in Jesus Christ alone as their Savior.  When we call ourselves “poor miserable sinners,” we are admitting our poorness in spirit!  Lenski made this comment about “theirs is the kingdom…” – “‘theirs in the sense of ‘theirs alone,’ barring out all others who come before God with a different attitude.” (185)  Christians KNOW they are “poor in spirit” – AND IT SHOWS! (πτωχοὶ - Matthew 11:5)
2. 4 “Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted.”  Why do we cry when our loved ones die?  Because death has separated us from them!  Why do Christians mourn over their sins?  Because sin SEPARATES people from God!  But “those who mourn” – they alone – are forgiven and will be comforted!  Christians “mourn” over their sin – AND IT SHOWS! (πενθοῦντες – Revelation 18:15)
3. 5 “Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth.”  What does it mean to be “meek”?  The same Greek word is often translated “humble” (πραεῖς – Ps. 24:9; 146:6).  Lenski made this comment:  “The word refers to an inward virtue...  When [such people] are wronged or abused they show no resentment and do not threaten or avenge themselves. …Jesus is the greatest example…” (188; Romans 12:17-21; 1 Peter 2:23)  Again, “the meek” – they alone – “will inherit the earth…”  And what about Christians?  They are “meek” – AND IT SHOWS!
4. 6 “Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled.”  To physically hunger is to have an appetite for food!  To spiritually hungry is to have an appetite to be perfectly right in God’s sight through Jesus Christ!  Just like the Bible says about Abraham:  “…he believed in the LORD; and He reckoned it to him as righteousness.” (Gen. 15:6 NAS – δικαιοσύνην)  They alone who have such hunger will be filled!  Christians “hunger and thirst for righteousness” – AND IT SHOWS!
The next three beatitudes deal with our relationships with people.

5. 7 “Blessed are the merciful, for they will be shown mercy.”  Disciples of Christ have God’s promise of mercy – you are forgiven; therefore, they are moved to extend that same mercy to others!  Furthermore, they alone will see the reality of God’s mercy when they hear:  “Come, you who are blessed by my Father; take your inheritance...” (Matt. 25:34 NIV)  Christians are “merciful” – AND IT SHOWS!  (ἐλεήμονες – Matthew 5:7)
6. 8 “Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God.”  To be “pure in heart” means to be “clean” in heart, thus honest, to have no hidden motives or selfish interests, to be true and open in all things. (Lenski, 192)  They alone will see God, thus be with Him forevermore!  Christians are “pure in heart” – AND IT SHOWS!  (καθαροὶ - John 15:3)
7. 9 “Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called sons of God.”  Christians (are at peace with God (Rom 5:1), (can have God’s peace in every circumstance (Phil. 4:6-7), and (try to live in peace with all people (Rom. 12:18)!  They alone are the sons and daughters of God!  Christians are “peacemakers” – AND IT SHOWS!
Even though Christians are characterized by mercy, purity, and peace, they will be mistreated by unbelievers!
8. 10 “Blessed are those who are persecuted because of righteousness, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.”  Christians try to live RIGHT – by doing whatever the Bible says!  Such behavior – in a sinful world – will bring insult, false accusation, harassment, suffering, injury, and more (2 Tim. 3:12)!  Nevertheless, all who are God’s forgiven children should 12 “rejoice and be glad, because great is [their] reward in heaven…”  Not great because they earned it, but great because of the finished work of Jesus Christ!  Christians are “persecuted” – AND IT SHOWS! (δεδιωγμένοι – Matthew 5:10)
Conclusion:  May others see Christ in all we say and do!  Amen!
This Week’s Memory Verse:  NAS Matthew 5:16 “Let your light shine before men in such a way that they may see your good works, and glorify your Father who is in heaven.”
This and other sermons are available on Bethlehem’s website: www.blc7500.com
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