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“Did You Notice the Definite Connection?”

Based on Proverbs 3:9-10; 2 Corinthians 9:6-11; Luke 6:38 – which is our 2009 offering envelope verse!
2nd Sunday after Christmas
Sunday  (  January 4, 2009  (  8:15 & 10:45
Sermon Theme: How are you planning to proceed in 2009?  Though many will ignore God’s Holy Word, let us show that we are forgiven in Christ by joyfully doing whatever it says!
Introduction: Dear friends, thanks for beginning the New Year in a wise manner by attending today’s service!  A New Year is even better than a new day or a new month.  A New Year means the entire old year is not only past – but forgiven in Christ!  A New Year can also fill us with hope – as we rest on God’s faithfulness to provide all of our needs!
Today, we consider some definite connections – how one thing is connected to another!  For example:

· Purchasing on a credit card is connected to receiving a credit card bill.
· Working a five-day week is connected to receiving a five-day paycheck.
· Trusting in Jesus Christ as Savior is connected to receiving forgiveness, life, and salvation!
Regarding connections, God is directing our attention today to three Bible passages.  Within each passage, there is a definite connection between two things.  Furthermore, the connections are real and intended to bless our Christian lives!
1. A definite connection between honor and abundance: NIV Proverbs 3:9 “Honor the LORD with your wealth, with the firstfruits of all your crops; 10 then your barns will be filled to overflowing, and your vats will brim over with new wine.”
a. Did you notice the connection between honor and abundance?  Those who honor the Lord with their wealth will have an abundance of God’s blessings!
b. What does it mean to “honor” the Lord with our wealth?  To give to Him from the “firstfruits” of all we receive!  In other words, whenever we receive (a paycheck, (a social security check, (an inheritance check, (a monetary gift, (a scholarship, etc., it is right to first give a portion to God!  That is how we acknowledge Him, honor Him, and thank Him!  But what about those people who give to God from their leftovers?  They (do not acknowledge Him as the source of their blessings, (dishonor Him, and (demonstrate a lack of trust in Him!
Therefore, let us (rejoice in God’s gift of eternal life, (remember the definite connection between honor and abundance, and (honor the Lord from the first of all we receive!
2. A definite connection between sowing and reaping: NIV 2 Corinthians 9:6 “Remember this: Whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever sows generously will also reap generously.”
a. Did you notice the connection between sowing and reaping?  That is a basic farming principle!  Have you ever planted grass seed?  You get what you sow – either some grass here and there or nice full coverage!
b. Furthermore, God does not twist our arm to give: 7 “Each man should give what he has decided in his heart to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.”  So don’t give halfheartedly, don’t feel pressured to give, but give cheerfully – in response to all that God has given to you!
c. However, God does encourage us to give: 8 “…God is able to make all grace abound to you…”  In other words, God has all the resources of the universe at His disposal!  And though we are sinners – deserving only punishment both now and forever – God is able to give us plenty, enough to (honor Him first, (provide our needs, and (even share with others!  To those who faithfully respond to God’s encouragement, St. Paul wrote: 11 “You will be made rich in every way so that you can be generous on every occasion...”
3. A definite connection between your measure and God’s measure: NIV Luke 6:38 “Give, and it will be given to you. A good measure, pressed down, shaken together and running over, will be poured into your lap. For with the measure you use, it will be measured to you.”
a. God will not shortchange us: Have you ever opened a new bag of potato chips – only to find it half empty?  But why?  Because it was shaken down and not topped off (also because it is sold by weight)!  But God is generous; His giving to us is “pressed down, shaken together and running over…”
b. Finally, did you notice the connection between your measure and God’s measure?  Sometimes we are tempted to give to God with a 5 ounce Dixie cup, while – at the same time – we expect God to give to us with a 5 gallon bucket.  But that is not how it works: “For with the measure you use, it will be measured to you.”
Conclusion: In closing, I encourage you once again to ponder the definite connections between:
· Honor and abundance!
· Sowing and reaping!

· Your measure and God’s measure!
Through faith in Jesus Christ alone, we are forgiven!  But God stands ready to dispense even more blessings to those who are doers of His Word!  Therefore, let all who desire to do God’s Word in 2009 say: Amen!
The message on our 2009 offering envelopes: Jesus instructed his disciples: “Give, and it will be given to you. ... For with the measure you use, it will be measured to you.” (NIV Luke 6:38)
This and other sermons are available on Bethlehem’s website: www.blc7500.com
Please share them with your family, friends, neighbors, and coworkers!
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