“Blessed or Wicked”

Based on Psalm 1:1-6 NIV
4th Sunday of Easter – 2009
Saturday, May 2 ( 5:00   (   Sunday, May 3 ( 8:15 & 10:45
Introduction:  Dear friends in Christ:  Most people – whether they know Jesus Christ or not – want to THINK they are doing okay.  In a college course I took many years ago, the professor so desperately wanted the approval others that he said to me:  I’ll make a deal with you, if you say, “I’m okay, you’re okay!” I will give you an “A” for your grade.

HEARING we are “okay” SOUNDS nice, but it may not be true!  In Psalm chapter 1, and throughout the Bible, God tells the truth – even when it hurts!  God does NOT say, “I’m okay, you’re okay!”  Instead, God SEES all people as either BLESSED or WICKED!  In reality we are all wicked, but God has declared us to be blessed through faith in our Lord Jesus Christ!
Now, in Psalm chapter 1, God shows us what to avoid and what to embrace as we walk in the way of the righteous!
1. What Should We Avoid?  1 “Blessed is the man [Blessed is “the happy condition of those who revere the Lord and do his will…” (CSSB, 787)] who does not walk in the counsel of the wicked or stand in the way of sinners or sit in the seat of mockers.”  Did you notice the progression – walk, stand, sit?  Try to picture this scene:  A person who (is a non-believer, (sins without repentance, and (puts down God and the Bible is proclaiming his advice to those who pass by:
a. It’s bad to listen to his counsel as you walk by.

b. It’s worse to stop walking, stand there, and listen to his counsel.
c. Its worst to stop walking, sit with him, and listen to his counsel.
d. Solomon gave this advice:  “My son, if sinners entice you, do not give in to them.  If they say, "Come along with us; …do not go along with them, do not set foot on their paths…” (Prov. 1:10-11, 15 NIV)  The Bible also says:  “In regard to evil be infants…” (1 Cor. 14:20 NIV)
2. What Should We Embrace?  2 “But his delight is in the law of the LORD, and on his law he meditates day and night.”  So a “blessed” person finds enjoyment and pleasure in the Bible; therefore, whenever he can, he (reads it, (thinks about it, (memorizes it, (lives it, and (shares it – with others!
3. What are the Results?  3 “He is like a tree planted by streams of water, which yields its fruit in season and whose leaf does not wither.  Whatever he does prospers.”  The concept is simple; a tree without water will not survive, but a tree by a stream will thrive!  Those who embrace God’s Word will also thrive – not according to the standards of the world, but in the ways that are truly most important!  The Lord said to Joshua:  “This book of the law shall not depart from your mouth, but you shall meditate on it day and night, so that you may be careful to do according to all that is written in it; for then you will make your way prosperous, and then you will have success.” (Joshua 1:8 NAS)
4. What about the Wicked?
a. 4 “Not so the wicked! They are like chaff that the wind blows away.”  What a contrast!  The “blessed” are happy and prosperous in all things – of eternal significance, but the wicked are unhappy and as useless as chaff – in the light of eternity!
b. 5 “Therefore the wicked will not stand in the judgment, nor sinners in the assembly of the righteous.”
i. These words in Revelation chapter 6 describe the judgment of unbelievers when Christ returns:  “Then the kings of the earth, the princes, the generals, the rich, the mighty, and every slave and every free man hid in caves and among the rocks of the mountains.  They called to the mountains and the rocks, ‘Fall on us and hide us from the face of him who sits on the throne and from the wrath of the Lamb!  For the great day of their wrath has come, and who can stand?’” (Rev. 6:15-17 NIV)  What is the answer?  Only those who are righteous through faith in Christ!
ii. These words in Matthew chapter 25 describe the separation that will occur when Christ returns:  “All the nations will be gathered before him, and he will separate the people one from another as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats.  He will put the sheep on his right and the goats on his left.” (Matt. 25:32-33 NIV)  Sometimes we THINK, “I’m okay, you’re okay!”  But a day of eternal separation is fast approaching!
Conclusion:  Psalm 1 ends with a summary statement:  6 “For the LORD watches over the way of the righteous, but the way of the wicked will perish.”
· I love this verse on the Lord’s constant care for those who are wholeheartedly committed to Him:  “For the eyes of the LORD move to and fro throughout the earth that He may strongly support those whose heart is completely His.”  (2 Chron. 16:9 NAS)
· But this verse should terrify all who stubbornly continue to go their own way without repentance:  “It is a terrifying thing to fall into the hands of the living God.” (Heb. 10:31 NAS)
And all God’s people said:  Amen!
This Week’s Memory Verse:  Please choose one of the many passages noted in this sermon!
Scripture Memory Tips
1. Read the context.

2. Rightly understand the verse.

3. Learn the reference and the first phrase.

4. Add a phrase, repeat all you have learned.

5. Say the verse out loud as you memorize it.

6. Say reference; verse; reference.

7. Pray about the verse.

8. Apply the verse to your daily life.

9. Share the verse with others.

This Week’s Assigned Readings: 5/3 – The Word of God: Psalm 119:1-176; 5/4 – Do Not Reject Wisdom: Prov. 1:20-33; 5/5 – The Suffering Servant: Is. 52:13-53:12; 5/6 – The Fiery Furnace: Daniel 3:1-30; 5/7 – Daniel, the Den of Lions: Dan. 6:1-28; 5/8 – The Birth of Christ: Matthew 1:18-25 (Memorize Matthew 1:21); 5/9 – Sermon on the Mount: Matthew 5:1-7:29 (Memorize at least a verse or two)

This and other sermons are available on Bethlehem’s website: www.blc7500.com
Please share them with your family, friends, neighbors, and coworkers!
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