“We Have Fallen and We Cannot Get Up!”
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The Day of Pentecost – 2009
Saturday, May 30 ( 5:00   (   Sunday, May 31 ( 8:15 & 10:45 
Sermon Theme:  May God enable us – by the Spirit thru the Word – to fully understand our total helplessness and fully cling to Christ alone as our Savior!
Introduction:  Dear friends, how do you determine what is true – do you go with logic or the Bible?

· Logic concludes that infants are sinless; however, David said he was sinful from conception! (Psalm 51:5)  So which is true?  What do you believe – logic or the Bible?
· Logic concludes that the content of the Lord’s Supper is merely bread and wine; however, with bread in hand, Jesus said: This is my body, and with wine in cup, Jesus said: This is my blood! (Matthew 26:26-28)  So which is true?  What do you believe – logic or the Bible?
Today’s topic is our utter helplessness!  In other words, we have fallen AND WE CANNOT GET UP!  Logic concludes that people are not spiritually helpless; however, the Bible says that we are spiritually helpless! (Romans 5:6)  So which is true?  What do you believe – logic or the Bible?  On this Day of Pentecost 2009, may God so work by the Spirit thru the Word that we become (totally convinced of our spiritual helplessness and (fully rely on Christ alone as our Savior!
1. Are WE any better than OTHERS?  Logic says, “Yes,” but the Bible says: 9 “…Not at all!  … Jews and Gentiles alike are all under sin.”  In other words, we inherited sin (original) and we have sinned (actual); therefore, we (are sinners and (deserve physical death and eternal punishment!  Logic says, “I deserve heaven,” but the Bible says, “We deserve hell!” (Rom. 6:23a) What do you believe?
a. Are some sins worse than others?  “Yes” and “No.”  Some sins are especially hated by God:  “There are six things the LORD hates, seven that are detestable to him: haughty eyes, a lying tongue, hands that shed innocent blood…[and so on]” (Proverbs 6:16-17 NIV)  But God also wants us to know that even the smallest infraction – if not forgiven in Christ – will eternally condemn us! (James 2:10)
b. Do some Bible passages clearly declare the sinfulness of ALL PEOPLE?  “Yes!”  These are Biblical proofs from the OT.  They apply to me, to you, to all!  Notice the many all inclusive words and phrases.
i. Verses 10-12 describe the sinful condition of all people in their fallen state (without Christ):
1. 10 There is no one righteous, not even one;  No one is right, good, or acceptable to God; no one is without sin and ready for heaven!
2. 11 there is no one who understands, no one who seeks God.  Though God speaks, no one cares; everyone goes his own way!
3. 12 All have turned away, they have together become worthless; there is no one who does good, not even one.  God tried to count those in their fallen state who truly do good, but He found no one, not even one!
ii. Verses 13-16 describe the sinful life which flows from the sinful condition, the fallen state (note the order of the underlined words):
1. 13 Their throats are open graves; their tongues practice deceit.  The poison of vipers is on their lips, 14 Their mouths are full of cursing and bitterness. 15 Their feet are swift to shed blood; 16 ruin and misery mark their ways, (Verse 16 summarizes a fallen life.)
2. For those who remain without Christ – in their fallen state – the Bible calls all such people evil and gives this explanation:  “…the evil man brings evil things out of the evil stored up in his heart.  For out of the overflow of his heart his mouth speaks.” (Luke 6:45 NIV)  So the problem is a heart that is without Jesus Christ, thus evil!  From such a heart comes evil – via the throat, tongue, lips, and mouth; furthermore, such evil is not merely spoken but lived via the feet!
iii. Verses 17-18 describe the reason for the sinful life, which flows from the sinful condition:
1. 17 and the way of peace they do not know.  The way of peace is Jesus Christ, who is the Prince of Peace!  But all who are in a fallen state are blind, dead, and enemies of God – with no ability or desire to find, choose, or connect themselves to the true source of life!
2. 18 There is no fear of God before their eyes.  Therefore, they ignore God, His Word, and His servants – choosing instead the way of death!
2. Are ALL Fallen and Helpless Without Christ?  Logic says “No,” but the Bible says 20 “…no one will be declared righteous in his sight by observing the law; rather, through the law we become conscious of sin.”  Though we strive to keep the law, it cannot save anyone – BECAUSE NO ONE CAN KEEP IT PERFECTLY!
3. What shall we do?  That same question was asked by the crowd to whom Peter preached on the Day of Pentecost!  Peter gave this answer:  “Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins.  And you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.” (Acts 2:38 NIV)
Conclusion:  Since most people think logically, they believe they are good and will go to heaven – but they will not!  But for the few who (believe God’s Word, (see their utter helplessness, and (receive Christ as their Savior – they have been raised up BY GOD and will dwell with Him forevermore!  If you know you are helplessness apart from Christ, say “Yes!”  Amen!
This and other sermons are available on Bethlehem’s website: www.blc7500.com
Please share them with your family, friends, neighbors, and coworkers!
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