Bethlehem Lutheran Church — 2026
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BETHLEHEM

\
Biblical
Understandable
Relevant

Church Year: Second Sunday after Christmas

Biblical — Understandable — Relevan

Saturday, 1/3 at 4 pm; Sunday, 1/4 at 9 am

| Divine Service: Setting One, LSB 151-166

WELCOME:

© Visitors: Welcome! See our Welcome Table, sign
our book, take a bag, and tell us how we can help!

© Prayer Request: Use a “yellow” card (Narthex).

© Young Children: Activity bags (by worship
entrance); Little Lamb Room (off Narthex).

© All Children: Children’s Message (join us).
© Phone: Please put on silent.

© Hearing Assistance: Available in the Narthex.

© Service Folder: Available on your smartphone:
www.BLC7500.com/ServiceFolder

© Worship From Your Car: Receive at our main
entrance; then listen from your car (FM 89.9).

BELL and CANDLELIGHTING — Please be seated!

PRELUDE: we listen in silence...Good Christians

One and All, Rejoice! Laubengayer In Dulci Jubilo

CONFESSION and ABSOLUTION:

L: Inthe name of the Father, and of the Son,
and of the Holy Spirit. Mt. 28:19b; [18:20]

C: Amen.

L: If we say we have no sin, we deceive
ourselves, and the truth is not in us.

C: But if we confess our sins, God, who is
faithful and just, will forgive our sins and
cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 1. 1:8-9

Silence for self-examination.

L: Let usthen confess our sins to God our
Father.

A: Most merciful God, | confess that | am by
nature sinful and unclean.
= | have sinned against You in thought,

word, and deed, by what | have done and
by what | have left undone.
= | have not loved You with my whole
heart; | have not loved my neighbors as
myself.
= | justly deserved Your present and
eternal punishment.
For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have
mercy on me. Forgive me, renew me, and
lead me, so that | may delight in Your will
and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your
holy name. Amen.

L: Inthe mercy of the almighty God, Jesus
Christ was given to die for us, and for His
sake God forgives us all our sins. To those
who believe in Jesus Christ He gives the
power to become the children of God and
bestows on them the Holy Spirit. May the
LORD, who has begun this good work in us,
bring it to completion in the day of our Lord
Jesus Christ! John 1:12; Philippians 1:6

C: Amen.

’SERVICE OF THE WORD|

Saturday ® Hymn
JIGLEWVE 4 Entrance Hymn and Bible Procession

HYMN OF THE DAY: Within the Father's House
See the words below / TLH 133 / LSB 410



http://www.blc7500.com/ServiceFolder

1 Within the Father’s house
The Son has found His home,
And to His temple suddenly
The Lord of life has come.

2 The doctors of the Law
Gaze on the wondrous child
And marvel at His gracious words
Of wisdom undefiled.

3  Yet nottothemisgiv'n
The mighty truth to know,
To lift the earthly veil that hides
Incarnate God below.

4 The secret of the Lord
Escapes each human eye,
And faithful pond’ring hearts await
The full epiphany.

6 Till we behold Thy face
And know as we are known
Thee, Father, Son, and Holy Ghost,
Coequal Three in One.

KYRIE ~ Lord, Have Mercy Mark 10:47

L: In peace let us pray to the Lord.

C: Lord, have mercy.

L: For the peace from above and for our
salvation let us pray to the Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

L: For the peace of the whole world, for the
well-being of the Church of God, and for the
unity of all let us pray to the Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

L: For this holy house and for all who offer here
their worship and praise let us pray to the
Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

L: Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious
Lord.

C: Amen.

HYMN OF PRAISE: Glory Be to God on High
Sing to the tune of LSB 380

Jesus Christ, the Father’s Son.
Sole-begotten, Holy One.

Born on earth from realms on high,
Born true Man for us to die.
Lamb of God, you take away

this world’s sin: Grant peace we pray.
With the Spirit, You alone
are most high, O God the Son,
And the Father, God above,
praise we now Your glorious love.

SALUTATION and COLLECT OF THE DAY:

The LORD be with you. 2 Timothy 4:22
And also with you.

Let us pray: Almighty God, You have poured
into our hearts the true Light of Your
incarnate Word. Grant that this Light may
shine forth in our lives; through the same
Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives
and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever.

C: Amen. VY Children! Please come forward
now to receive a bag — no message today!

T o

LEADERSHIP TEAM INSTALLATION:

Our Voters have elected the following Members
If you are listed below — please come forward no

1. Coordinator — Dr. Giessler

2. Financial Sect — Natalia Ford

3. Treasurer —Don Crites Please
4. Worship — Rand Stender pray
5. Fellowship — for all
6. Education — Marci Sherepita who
7. Care —Alan Carlson serve!
8. OQutreach —

9. Building — Terry Tomasch

10. Grounds — Ken Hinkle

Dear Members: Each leader needs teammates.
“As each one has received a special gift, employ it
in serving one another as good stewards of the
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manifold grace of God” (1 Peter 4:10 NAS-95).
How is the Holy Spirit calling you to serve?
Talk to any leader about being a teammate!

OLD TESTAMENT: Kings 3:4-15 NAS-20

Solomon’s Sacrifice = The LORD’s Appearance

4 And the king went to Gibeon to sacrifice
there, because that was the great high place;
Solomon offered a thousand burnt offerings on
that altar. ®In Gibeon the LORD appeared to
Solomon in a dream at night; and God said, “Ask
what you wish Me to give you.”

Solomon’s Request

5Then Solomon said, “You have shown great
faithfulness to Your servant David my father,
according as he walked before You in truth,
righteousness, and uprightness of heart toward
You; and You have reserved for him this great
faithfulness, that You have given him a son to sit
on his throne, as it is this day. 7 And now, LORD my
God, You have made Your servant king in place of
my father David, yet | am like a little boy; | do not
know how to go out or come in. 8 And Your
servant is in the midst of Your people whom You
have chosen, a great people who are too many to
be numbered or counted. ?So give Your servant
an understanding heart to judge Your people, to
discern between good and evil. For who is
capable of judging this great people of Yours?”

God'’s Answer

10 Now it was pleasing in the sight of the Lord
that Solomon had asked this thing. ** And God
said to him, “Because you have asked this thing,
and have not asked for yourself a long life, nor
have asked riches for yourself, nor have you
asked for the lives of your enemies, but have
asked for yourself discernment to understand
justice, ?behold, | have done according to your
words. Behold, | have given you a wise and
discerning heart, so that there has been no one
like you before you, nor shall one like you arise
after you. 31 have also given you what you have

not asked, both riches and honor, so that there
will not be any among the kings like you all your
days. ¥ And if you walk in My ways, keeping My
statutes and commandments, as your father
David walked, then I will prolong your days.”
15Then Solomon awoke, and behold, it was a
dream. And he came to Jerusalem and stood
before the ark of the covenant of the Lord, and
offered burnt offerings and made peace
offerings, and held a feast for all his servants.
L: The Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God!

GRADUAL: Isaiah 9:6; Psalm 98:1a

L: To usa childis born, to us a son is given;

C: and the government shall be upon his
shoulder.

ESV

L:  And his name shall be called Wonderful
Counselor, Mighty God,

C: Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.

L: Singto the Lord a new song,

C: for he has done marvelous things!

EPISTLE: Ephesians 1:3-14 NAS-20

The Blessings of being Chosen in Christ

3Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord
Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with every
spiritual blessing in the heavenly places in Christ,
4just as He chose us in Him before the foundation
of the world, that we would be holy and
blameless before Him. In love ® He predestined us
to adoption as sons and daughters through Jesus
Christ to Himself, according to the good pleasure
of His will, to the praise of the glory of His grace,
with which He favored us in the Beloved. 7 In Him
we have redemption through His blood, the
forgiveness of our wrongdoings, according to the
riches of His grace #which He lavished on us. In all
wisdom and insight ®He made known to us the
mystery of His will, according to His good
pleasure which He set forth in Him, °regarding
His plan of the fullness of the times, to bring all
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things together in Christ, things in the heavens
and things on the earth. **In Him we also have
obtained an inheritance, having been predestined
according to the purpose of Him who works all
things in accordance with the plan of His will, **to
the end that we who were the first to hope in the
Christ would be to the praise of His glory. **In
Him, you also, after listening to the message of
truth, the gospel of your salvation—having also
believed, you were sealed in Him with the Holy
Spirit of the promise, *who is a first installment
of our inheritance, in regard to the redemption of
God'’s own possession, to the praise of His glory.
L: The Word of the Lord.

C: Thanks be to God!

HYMN: Rejoice, Rejoice This Happy Morn
See the words below / LSB 391
1 Rejoice, rejoice this happy morn,
A Savior unto us is born,
The Christ, the Lord of glory!
His lowly birth in Bethlehem
The angels from on high proclaim
And sing redemption’s story!
My soul, extol, God’s great favor;
Bless Him ever, For salvation;
Give Him praise and adoration!

A HOLY GOSPEL: Luke 2:40-52 NAS-20

L: The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the
second chapter.
C: Glory to You, O LORD.
Jesus Growing Up in Nazareth
40 Now the Child continued to grow and to
become strong, increasing in wisdom; and the
favor of God was upon Him.
In Jerusalem for the Passover
41 His parents went to Jerusalem every year at
the Feast of the Passover. 2 And when He was
twelve years old, they went up there according to
the custom of the feast; ®®and as they were
returning, after spending the full number of days

required, the boy Jesus stayed behind in
Jerusalem, but His parents were unaware of it.
4 |nstead, they thought that He was somewhere
in the caravan, and they went a day’s journey;
and then they began looking for Him among their
relatives and acquaintances. ** And when they did
not find Him, they returned to Jerusalem, looking
for Him. *¢ Then, after three days they found Him
in the temple, sitting in the midst of the teachers,
both listening to them and asking them
questions. ¥ And all who heard Him were amazed
at His understanding and His answers. *® When
Joseph and Mary saw Him, they were bewildered;
and His mother said to Him, “Son, why have You
treated us this way? Behold, Your father and |
have been anxiously looking for You!” % And He
said to them, “Why is it that you were looking for
Me? Did you not know that | had to be in My
Father’s house?” %° And yet they on their part did
not understand the statement which He had
made to them. 3* And He went down with them
and came to Nazareth, and He continued to be
subject to them; and His mother treasured all
these things in her heart.

2 And Jesus kept increasing in wisdom and
stature, and in favor with God and people.
L: The Gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise to You, O Christ. 7

HYMN: Creator of the Stars of Night
Sing to the tune of LSB 344
See the words below / TLH 66 / LSB 351
1 Creator of the stars of night,
Thy people’s everlasting Light:
O Christ, Redeemer, save us all
And hear Thy servants when they call.

2 Thou, grieving that the ancient curse
Should doom to death a universe,
Hast found the healing, full of grace,
To cure and save our ruined race.
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3 Thou cam’st the Bridegroom of the bride,
As drew the world to eventide,
The spotless Victim all divine
Proceeding from a virgin shrine.

SERMON: Without Excuse — A recommended
daily devotion for 2026, one page per day!
1. WEEIEE:

a. The Bible is true!

b. The Father worked through the Son to
create all things!

c. The “U” verse of the ABC Bible Verses!

In Summary...

2. [CHEIIIESRGERIT): Romans 1:18-20

“...the wrath of God is revealed from heaven
against all ungodliness and unrighteousness
of people who suppress the truth in
unrighteousness, because that which is
known about God is evident within them;
for God made it evident to them. For since
the creation of the world His invisible
attributes, that is, His eternal power and
divine nature, have been clearly perceived,
being understood by what has been made, so
that they are without excuse.”

a. What has God done?

b. Which church bodies reject a literal
six-day, young-earth creation?

How do people suppress the truth?
What are some ungodly practices?
Why is creation rejection a problem?

-~ o o o

What is true of all creation rejectors?

INEYEIEWITHOUT EXCUSE]

ENNDaily Devotion Book — WITHOUT EXCUSES
a. We are making the book available...

b. Here is one example from the book:
God’s amazing hummingbird...

HYMN: Creator of the Stars of Night
Sing to the tune of LSB 344
See the words below / TLH 66 / LSB 351
4 At whose dread name, majestic now,
All knees must bend, all hearts must bow;
All things celestial Thee shall own,
And things terrestrial, Lord alone.

5 O Thou, whose coming is with dread
To judge the living and the dead,
Preserve us from the ancient foe
While still we dwell on earth below.

APOSTLES’ CREED: See the back of either hymnal.

Offering: Plates are available in the center aisle.

The LORD has blessed us with life, salvation, and all
we need, let us trust Him, thank Him, honor Him!

AN PRAYER OF THE CHURCH: 1 Timothy 2:1-4

REC IS ERAEVEH Complete a PRAYER REQUEST card
(available in the Narthex).

CIEWCT AR LT ITTE Names with a (3) need to be

renewed by Wednesday at 3:00. Contact your person;
update Kathy (call: 440-845-2230; text: 440-785-3802).

After Each Petition: L: LORD, in Your mercy.
C: Hear our prayer.

®» The New Year: Dear LORD, we thank You for
new beginnings in this life. As we are now in
2026, help us to remember who we are
through Jesus — Your holy children, and help us
to be *in tune with the Holy Spirit and
»obedient to all You desire for each of our
lives and our congregation.

Care List: Helga B, Zach B, Doris C, Sandy C,

Carole G, Esther H, Hilda K, Edmund & Christl

K, Bill M, Regina M, Rose R, June R, Jean S, Bill

S, Cindy T, Vicki T, Mike & Susanna T (most are

offered regular mailings and visits).

=» Stephen Ministry: Blessings to our Stephen
Ministers and those who receive their care!
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» Temporary Health Issues:
= Cedrick Hilliker (2) shoulder: cont. recovery.
= Caleb Hlavacek (3) leg: continued healing.
Matt Hlavacek (2) Lyme disease: healing.
= Matt Kussmaul — eye issues: cont. healing.

= Frank Murphy (3) pneumonia: cont. healing.

= Cindy Taress (3) continued relief, healing.
= Rand Stender (2) knee: cont. healing, rehab.
= Bill Sweeny — cont. peace, strength, rehab.

= Terry Tomasch(2)knee: cont. healing, rehab.

=» Temporary Health Issues:

= Logan Aversa (3) surgery: continued healing.

= Kimberly Borland (3) deep wound: healing.
= Stacey Dames (3) peace, healing, guidance.
= Melanie Himmelberger — cancer: comfort.
= Bernice Mease (3) kidney cancer: healing.

= Linda McKay (2) blood transfusions/clots:

prop. diag., healing.

= Luke Schave (1) treatment success, healing.
= Kim Starr (2) biopsy 1/19: peace, healing.

= Bethany Transue (2) lymphoma: healing.

= Jim Vrabel (1) foot: successful skin grafts.

Celebrate and Give Thank:

Physical Birthdays:

1/4 Carol Dickau

1/5 Darrin Liddy

1/7 Nick Borland

1/7 Addsion Kovachic
1/7 Brooklyn Kovachic
1/8 Elyanna Blaha

1/8 Ray Klesch

1/9 Mike Coufalik
1/10 Carolyn Potantus
Spiritual Birthdays:

1/3 Alan Blaha

1/5 Tammy Shust
Spiritual Birthdays:

1/7 Phillip & Inez Giessler (26™)
Conclusion:

L: Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend all for
whom we pray, trusting in Your mercy,
through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord.

C: Amen. V¥

THE SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT|

SUPPER PREPARATION HYMN:
Lord Jesus Christ, We Humbly Pray
See the words below / TLH 314 / LSB 623
1 Lord Jesus Christ, we humbly pray
That we may feast on You today;
Beneath these forms of bread and wine
Enrich us with Your grace divine.

2 Give us, who share this wondrous food,
Your body given and Your blood,
The grateful peace of sins forgiv'n,
The certain joys of heirs of heav’n.

3 By faith Your Word has made us bold
To seize the gift of love retold;
All that You are we here receive,
And all we are to You we give.

LORD’S SUPPER: It is offered to repentant believers
to assure them of God'’s forgiveness. Please prepare to
receive by asking yourself these five questions:

1. Bible: It shows us our sin, tells of Jesus, and calls
for repentance. Do | believe the Bible is true?

2. Repentance: It begins in our hearts and shows in
our lives. Do | desire to turn from my sins?

3. Salvation: It is by grace through faith in Jesus for
eternal life. Am | trusting in Jesus for heaven?

4. Supper: Do | believe the supper is bread & body
and wine & blood for the forgiveness of sins?

5. Unity: We are in harmony with God — based on our
belief in His word, and with others — based on our
common confession. Do | know and agree with the
teachings of the LCMS (Lu. Ch. Missouri Synod)?

Unsure? Ask for a copy of “The Lord’s Supper”
brochure and “A Simple Explanation of Christianity.”
The pastor would be glad to talk/meet with you!
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A THE WORDS OF OUR LORD

Combining: Mt 26:26-28; Mk 14:22-24; Lk 22:19-20; 1Co 11:23-25

PROCLAMATION OF CHRIST:

L: As often as we eat this bread and drink this
cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until He

comes. 1 Cor. 11:26
C: Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. Rev. 22:20
L: O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, in

giving us Your body and blood to eat and to
drink, You lead us to remember and confess
*Your virgin birth, ®*Your sinless life, *Your
holy cross and passion, *Your blessed death,
*Your rest in the tomb, *Your resurrection
from the dead, *Your ascension into heaven,
and *Your coming for the final judgment. So,
remember us in Your kingdom and teach us
to pray:

LORD’S PRAYER: See the back of either hymnal.

A: Our Father who art in heaven... Matt. 6:9-13

PAX DOMINI ~ Peace of the Lovd John 20:19

L: The peace of the Lord be with you always!
C: Amen.

AGNUS DEI ~ Lamb of God
See the words below / LSB 346
3 Behold the Lamb of God
That bears the world’s transgression,
Whose sacrifice removes
The devil’s dread oppression.
Behold the Lamb of God,
Who takes away our sin,
Who for our peace and joy
Will full atonement win.

John 1:29

© 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100012222.

DISTRIBUTION INSTRUCTIONS:

If you are ready to receive: Come forward now.
Receiving at your pew: Please inform an usher.
Alcohol-Removed Wine: Center of each tray.
Receive. Go in peace. Return via a side aisle.
Main dismissal: After everyone has returned.

* & ¢ o o

MUSIC DURING DISTRIBUTION: Once In Royal
David’s City/No Eye Had Seen Larson  (John 1:9)

LORD’S SUPPER DISMISSAL

POST-COMMUNION COLLECT: Let Us Pray

L: Blessed Savior, Jesus Christ, You have given
Yourself to us in this holy Sacrament. Keep us
in Your faith and favor that we may live in
You even as You live in us. May Your body
and blood preserve us in the true faith to life
everlasting.

C: Amen.

POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE:
When All the World Was Cursed
4 O grant, dear Lord of love,
That we receive, rejoicing,
The word proclaimed by John,
Our true repentance voicing,
That gladly we may walk
Upon our Savior’'s way
Until we live with Him
In His eternal day.

LSB 346

BENEDICTION ~ Blessing Num. 6:24-26

L: The Lord — the Father, the Son, and the Holy
Spirit — *be within you to refresh you, *be
before you to guide you, ¢be around you to
protect you, ®be beneath you to uphold you,
and *be above you to bless you.

C: Amen.

CANDLE EXTINGUISHING and POSTLUDE:
Good Christian Friends, Rejoice!

Today’s Sermon and January Newsletter —
Available in the Narthex
2026 Offering Envelopes

Available in the Narthex. Want a box but could
not find yours? Please contact the church office.
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Money Counter Needed

Will You Help? You would work with Natalia, our
Financial Secretary, and rotate with others on her
team, so you would be needed every few weeks.

Talk to Natalia for more info: 440.289.3099.

1/7 — Wednesday
1:00 - Sisters of Light — Acts Room
6:30 — Youth Confirmation — Timothy Room
1/8 — Thursday
10:00 — Living the Lutheran Lectionary
1/10 — Saturday
9:00 — UNDECORATE for Christmas! Help!
3:00 - Bible Class
4:00 — Divine Service
1/11 — Sunday
9:00 — Divine Service
10:30 — Bible Classes and Sunday School

Thanks For Serving on 1/3/26 & 1/4/26

Altar Guild: Nancy B, Heather H
Saturday: Organist: Gayle P
Distribution: Alan C
Organist: Gayle P
Distribution — Harold W

Ushers: Matthias M, Mel B, Nick B
Sunday School: Kathy G, Harold/Cedrick
Financial Team: Natalia F, Financial Assistants

Usher: Matt K

Sunday:

Thanks For Serving on 1/10/26 & 1/11/26

Altar Guild: Kathy G

Saturday: Organist: Gayle P
Distribution: Alan C
Organist: Gayle P
Distribution —
Ushers: Matthias M, Mel B, Nick B
Sunday School: Kathy G, Harold/Cedrick
Financial Team: Natalia F, Financial Assistants

Numbers From Last Week

Received God’s Gifts — Services:

= Saturday at 4:00 — Inside: 33; car: 4

= Sunday at 9:00 — Inside: 58; car: 0

= New Year’s Eve at 4 — Inside: 37; car: 0
= New Year’s Day at 10 — Inside: 18; car: 0

Studied God’s Word — Classes:
= Saturday at 3:00: resumes 1/3
= Sunday at 10:30: resumes 1/4
= Wednesday at 10:00: 8

Usher: Matt K

Sunday:

Weekly Financial Stewardship:
= Needed: 5,443
= Received: 14,870

a N
>Biblical
>Generous
>Faithful

Thanks!!!

Let’s UNDECORATE for Christmas: Saturday, Jan. 10 at 9 AM

®» Website: BLC7500.com ™ YouTube: Benefit from the Bible ® Facebook: Bethlehem Parma

Regular Services: Saturdays at 4:00; Sundays at 9:00 Festivals: Website > Important Links > Festivals
Studies: Wed 1; Thurs 10; Sat 3; Sun 10:30 Address: 7500 State Road, Parma, Ohio 44134
Church Office: Wed & Thu: 9:30-3:30; Sat: 2:00-6:00 Kathy Green: Secretary@blc7500.com; 440-845-2230

Pastor Green: RevRLGreen@aol.com; 440-292-5915

Church Body:

Icms.org District: oh.lcms.org
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