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TRADITIONAL - FRIENDLY - CARING

BETHLEHEM
PARMA

FLLLCMS ) BF
B

2026
Saturday, 9/19 at 4:00
Sunday, 9/20 at 9:00

Discipleship Is the Christian Life!

Church Year: Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost

| Divine Service — Setting Three: LSB 184-202

Note: For this service, you can use this folder, or pages 184-202 in a Lutheran Service Boo

WELCOME:

© Visitors: Welcome! See our Welcome Table, sign
our book, take a bag, and tell us how we can help!

© Prayer Request: Use a “yellow” card (Narthex).

© Young Children: Activity bags (by worship
entrance); Little Lamb Room (off Narthex).

© Al Children: children’s Message (join us).
© Phone: Please put on silent.

© Hearing Assistance: Available in the Narthex.
© Difficult to Stand: /t’s okay to remain seated.
© Service Folder: www.BLC7500.com/ServiceFolder

© Worship From Your Car: Receive at our main
entrance; then listen from your car (FM 89.9).

BELL and CANDLELIGHTING — Please be seated!

PRELUDE: we listen in silence... Joys Are Flowing
Like a River

Blessed Quietness/ Doug Wagner
Since the Comforter has Come

AN CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION

L: Inthe name of the Father and of the ¥ Son
and of the Holy Spirit. Matthew 28:19b; [18:20]
Amen.

L: Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a
true heart and confess our sins unto God, our
Father, begging Him in the name of our Lord
Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. Our help
is in the name of the LORD. [Heb. 10:22]
Who made heaven and earth.

Ps. 124:8

L: Isaid, | will confess my transgressions unto
the LORD.

C: And You forgave the iniquity of my sin.
Ps. 32:5

Left Column - If Using LSB

L: O almighty God, merciful Father,

A: 1, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You
all my sins and iniquities with which | have
ever offended You and justly deserved Your
temporal and eternal punishment. But |l am
heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent
of them, and | pray You of Your boundless
mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent,
bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved
Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful
to me, a poor, sinful being.

L: Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my
office, as a called and ordained servant of the
Word, announce the grace of God unto all of
you, and in the stead [in the place off and by the
command of my Lord Jesus Christ, | forgive
you all your sins in the name of the Father

and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
[John 20:19-23]

C: Amen.

’SERVICE OF THE WORD

Saturday ® Hymn
NIEVA4 Entrance Hymn and Procession



http://www.blc7500.com/ServiceFolder

HYMN: Lift High the Cross
Refrain:
Lift high the cross, the love of Christ proclaim
Till all the world adore His sacred name.

See below / LSB 837

1 Come, Christians, follow where our Captain
trod, Our king victorious, Christ, the Son of
God. Refrain

2 Led on their way by this triumphant sign,
The hosts of God in conqu’ring ranks
combine. Refrain

5 LeteV'ry race and ev'ry language tell
Of Him who saves our lives from death and
hell. Refrain

|Saturday L4 KYRIE ~ Lord, Have Mercy Mk 10:47

L: O Lord, C: have mercy upon us.
L: O Christ, C: have mercy upon us.
L: OlLord, C: have mercy upon us.

Sunday ®|This Kyrie and Gloria are sung by all!

KYRIE ~ Lord, Have Mercy LSB 186
Lord, have mer —cy up —on us.
Christ, have mer — cy up — on us.
Lord, have mer —cy up —on us.

Mark 10:47

GLORIA IN EXCELSIS ~ Glory to God in the Highest
Lk 2:14;Jn 1:29 LSB 187
Glory be to God on high: and on earth peace,
goodwill toward men. We praise Thee, we bless
Thee, we worship Thee, we glorify Thee, we give
thanks to Thee, for Thy great glory.

O Lord God, heav’nly King, God the Father
Almighty. O Lord, the only-begotten Son, Jesus
Christ; O Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the
Father, that takest away the sin of the world,
have mercy upon us. Thou that takest away the
sin of the world, receive our prayer.

Thou that sittest at the right hand of God the
Father, have mercy upon us. For Thou only art
holy; Thou only art the Lord.

Thou only, O Christ, with the Holy Ghost,

art most high in the glory of God the Father.
Amen.

SALUTATION and COLLECT:

L: The LORD be with you. 2 Timothy 4:22
(¢ 3BANd with thy spirit}
L: Letus pray. Lord God, heavenly Father, since

we cannot stand before You — by relying on
anything we have done, help us to keep
trusting in Your abiding grace and faithfully
live according to Your Word; through Jesus
Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever.

C: Amen. V¥

LSB Agenda, 249-251
Adults and Youth: Dr. G, Cedrick H, Harold W
Sunday Sch:Kathy G, Heather H, Stacey J, Angie R
Sisters of Light: Rhonda S
Stephen Ministry: Norma S
Grief Share: Alan & Linda B

May the Holy Spirit guide your preparation and lead
many to attend, receive, and benefit!

OLD TESTAMENT: Isaiah 55:6-9

The Free Offer of Mercy

6Seek the LORD while He may be found; Call
upon Him while He is near.

7 Let the wicked abandon his way, And the
unrighteous person his thoughts; And let him
return to the LORD, And He will have compassion
on him, And to our God, For He will abundantly
pardon.

8“For My thoughts are not your thoughts,
Nor are your ways My ways,” declares the LORD.
9“For as the heavens are higher than the earth,
So are My ways higher than your ways And My
thoughts than your thoughts.

L: The Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God!
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GRADUAL: Psalm 34:9, 19

L: Fear the Lord, you his saints,

C: for those who fear him lack nothing!

L: Many are the afflictions of the righteous,
C: but the Lord delivers him out of them all.

ESV

EPISTLE: Philippians 1:12-14, 19-30 NAS-20
12 Now | want you to know, brothers and
sisters, that my circumstances have turned out
for the greater progress of the gospel, *so that
my imprisonment in the cause of Christ has
become well known throughout the praetorian
guard and to everyone else, **and that most of
the brothers and sisters, trusting in the Lord
because of my imprisonment, have far more
courage to speak the word of God without fear.
¥ For | know that this will turn out for my
deliverance through your prayers and the
provision of the Spirit of Jesus Christ, 2 according
to my eager expectation and hope, that | will not
be put to shame in anything, but that with all
boldness, Christ will even now, as always, be
exalted in my body, whether by life or by death.
21 For to me, to live is Christ, and to die is
gain. 22But if / am to live on in the flesh, this will
mean fruitful labor for me; and | do not know
which to choose. 2 But | am hard-pressed from
both directions, having the desire to depart and
be with Christ, for that is very much better; #yet
to remain on in the flesh is more necessary for
your sakes. 2° Convinced of this, | know that I will
remain and continue with you all for your
progress and joy in the faith, 2 so that your pride
in Christ Jesus may be abundant because of me
by my coming to you again.
270nly conduct yourselves in a manner
worthy of the gospel of Christ, so that whether |
come and see you or remain absent, | will hear
about you that you are standing firm in one spirit,
with one mind striving together for the faith of
the gospel; 2and in no way alarmed by your

opponents—which is a sign of destruction for
them, but of salvation for you, and this too, from
God. 2 For to you it has been granted for Christ’s
sake, not only to believe in Him, but also to suffer
on His behalf, 3° experiencing the same conflict
which you saw in me, and now hear to be in me.
L: The Word of the Lord.

C: Thanks be to God!

A\ ALLELUIA (second option) — Sung by All LSB 190
Al-le-lu-ia. Al-le-=lu-ia. Al-le-lu-ia.

HOLY GOSPEL: Matthew 20:1-16 NAS-20

L: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew,
the twentieth chapter.

C: Glory to You, O LORD.

Salvation is not by human merit, its God’s
generous gift; salvation is not a wage we earn
by how long or how much we have served!

1“For the kingdom of heaven is like a
landowner who went out early in the morning to
hire laborers for his vineyard. 2When he had
agreed with the laborers for a denarius for the
day, he sent them into his vineyard. 3And he
went out about the third hour and saw others
standing idle in the marketplace; *and to those
he said, ‘You go into the vineyard also, and
whatever is right, | will give you.” And so they
went. 5 Again he went out about the sixth and the
ninth hour, and did the same thing. ® And about
the eleventh hour he went out and found others
standing around; and he said to them, ‘Why have
you been standing here idle all day long?’ " They
said to him, ‘Because no one hired us.” He said to
them, ‘You go into the vineyard too.’

8“Now when evening came, the owner of the
vineyard said to his foreman, ‘Call the laborers
and pay them their wages, starting with the last
group to the first.” ®When those hired about the
eleventh hour came, each one received a
denarius. *® And so when those hired first came,
they thought that they would receive more; but
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each of them also received a denarius. 1 When
they received it, they grumbled at the landowner,
125aying, ‘These who were hired last worked only
one hour, and you have made them equal to us
who have borne the burden of the day’s work
and the scorching heat.” ¥ But he answered and
said to one of them, ‘Friend, | am doing you no
wrong; did you not agree with me for a denarius?
14Take what is yours and go; but | want to give to
this last person the same as to you. s it not
lawful for me to do what | want with what is my
own? Or is your eye envious because | am
generous?’ 1®So the last [to begin their work]
shall be first [rejoicing in the landowner’s
generosity], and the first [to begin their work],
last [disappointed in the landowner’s generosity,
believing they deserved more, and possibly
trusting in their service in God’s kingdom rather
than in Christ for eternal life].”

L: The Gospel of the Lord.

C: Praise to You, O Christ.

APOSTLES’ CREED: See back of either hymnal W

HYMN: Salvation unto Us Has Come
See the words below / TLH 377 / LSB 555
1 Salvation unto us has come
By God’s free grace and favor;
Good works cannot avert our doom,
They help and save us never.
Faith looks to Jesus Christ alone,
Who did for all the world atone;
He is our one Redeemer.

2 What God did in His Law demand
And none to Him could render
Caused wrath and woe on ev’ry hand
For man, the vile offender.
Our flesh has not those pure desires
The spirit of the Law requires,
And lost is our condition.

5 Yet as the Law must be fulfilled
Or we must die despairing,

Christ came and has God’s anger stilled,
Our human nature sharing.

He has for us the Law obeyed

And thus the Father’s vengeance stayed
Which over us impended.

6 Since Christ has full atonement made

And brought to us salvation,

Each Christian therefore may be glad
And build on this foundation.

Your grace alone, dear Lord, | plead,

Your death is now my life indeed,
For You have paid my ransom.

SERMON: Discipleship Is the Christian Life!
A DISCIPLE OF JESUS...
1 — Believes in Jesus Christ

= John 3:16 “For God so loved the world, that
He gave His only begotten Son, that
whoever believes in Him shall not perish,
but have eternal life.”

= Acts 16:31 [To the Philippian jailer desiring
salvation, Paul and Silas responded:]
“Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will be
saved...” // What does it mean to believe?

o KAT-

o FAITH-

=  Matthew 28:19-20 [Jesus told of His
complete authority, then He commanded:]
“Go therefore and make disciples of all the
nations, baptizing them... [and] teaching
them...” // Why baptize?

3 — Continues in Christ's Word
= John 8:31-32 “...Jesus was saying to those
Jews who had believed Him, ‘If you
continue in My word, then you are truly
disciples of Mine...”” // What does it mean
to continue in His word?
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Keep hearing it and learning it!
Keep accepting all of it!

Keep believing it and trusting it!
Keep living according to it!

o O O O O

Never give up on it!

®» Stephen Ministry: Guide our Stephen
Ministers and bless their care receivers.

®» Care List: Helga B, Pat B, Zach B, Doris C,
Sandy C, Jim F, Trudy F, Carole G, Esther H,
Hilda K, Edmund & Christl K, Bill M, Regina M,
June R, Jean S, Cindy T, Mike & Susanna T,

Get a Full and Sharable Copy of the Sermon
Narthex / Website / YouTube / Facebook / Email

Vicki T (most are offered mailings & visits).
®» Temporary Health Issues:

A\ OFFERTORY: Sung by all ps. 51:10-12 LSB 192-193
Create in me a clean heart, O God,
and renew a right spirit within me.
Cast me not away from Thy presence,
and take not Thy Holy Spirit from me.
Restore unto me the joy of Thy salvation;
and uphold me with Thy free spirit. Amen.

Offering: Plates are available in the center aisle.

The LORD has blessed us with life, salvation, and all
we need, let us trust Him, thank Him, honor Him!

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 1 Tim. 2:1-4

AoV ERLEWIH Complete a yellow PRAYER

REQUEST card (available in the Narthex).

RV ANA G TR N E Names with a (3) must be

renewed by Wednesday at 3:00. Contact your person;
update Kathy (call: 440-845-2230; text: 440-785-3802).

= Pat Beal (1) heart valve: peace, guidance.

= Ed Cepis (1) heart: cardiac rehab success.

= Miriam Engelman (1) sciatica pain: healing,
successful physical therapy.

= Natalia Ford (1) cancer: chemo success.

= Larry Haslem (3) peace, continued healing.

= Matt Hlavacek (3) Lyme, clots: peace, healing.

= Matt Kussmaul (1) macular: peace, guidance.

= Mike Tischler (1) heart valve 9/14: healing.

» Lynda Tomasch (1) surg. 9/16: relief, healing.

®» Temporary Health Issues:
= Tim (1) peace in Jesus, continued healing.

= Linda Bradshaw (1) comfort, peace in Jesus.

= Jim Coufalik (2) many health issues: healing.
= Stacey Dames (1) proper diagnosis, healing.
= Melanie Himmelberger — comfort, peace.

After Each Petition: L: LORD, in Your mercy.
C: Hear our prayer.

®» Christian Churches...
= Our Nation...
®» US Armed Forces: Kohen Berkley, Timothy

Boyle, Teagan Dedula, Nathaniel Kaye, Nick
Riviotta, Chris Sala, Nevin Sherepita (Fort

Benning), Jacob Smith, Hayden Sweeny
(Jordan), Drew Tenney, Chris Weseloh.

Congregation

® Grief Share: Pray for facilitators & participants.

= Shirley Myers — cancer: chemo, healing.
= Janie Wagner (1) hip, leg: healing, rehab.
Physical Birthdays:
9/20 Tracy Liddy
9/20 Matt Samarin
9/20 Nevin Sherepita
9/24 Michael Tischler

Spiritual Birthdays:
9/19 Stacey Jasulevich
9/20 Helga Bartel
9/22 Brooklyn Hlavacek
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9/22 Noah Hlavacek
9/22 Miyu Yu-Hsin Liao

Conclusion:

L: Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend all for
whom we pray, trusting in Your mercy,
through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord.

C: Amen. ¥

SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT|

SUPPER PREPARATION HYMN:
Your Table | Approach
See the words below / TLH 310 / LSB 628
1 Your table | approach;
Dear Savior, hear my prayer.
Let not an unrepentant heart
Prove hurtful to me there.

2 Lord, | confess my sins
And mourn their wretched bands;
A contrite heart is sure to find
Forgiveness at Your hands.

3 Your body and Your blood,
Once slain and shed for me,
Are taken at Your table, Lord,
In blest reality.

LORD’S SUPPER PREPARATION:

1 Cor. 11:27-28: “...whoever eats the bread or
drinks the cup of the Lord in an unworthy way, shall
be guilty of the body and the blood of the Lord. But
a person must examine himself, and in so doing he
is to eat of the bread and drink of the cup.”

Please examine yourself by asking these questions:

1. Bible: Do | believe the Bible is true?

2. Repentance: Do | desire to turn from my sins?
3. Salvation: Am | trusting in Jesus for heaven?
4

. Supper: Do | believe the supper is bread & body
and wine & blood for the forgiveness of sins?

v

Unity: Do | agree with Luther’s Small Catechism?

Unsure about Receiving? Pick up an envelope on
the Welcome table: “Lord’s Supper Info”

Contact Pastor with your Questions or Concerns

¢ PREFACE and PROPER PREFACE:

The Lord be W|th you 2 Tim. 4:22
And with thy spirit}

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them up onto the Lord. [Col. 3:1]
Let us give thanks unto the Lord our God.

It is meet [proper] and right so to dof
[Ps. 136]

L: Itistruly , right, and beneficial that we
should at all times, and in all places, give
thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father,
everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our
Lord, who, out of love for His fallen creation,
humbled Himself by taking on the form of a
servant, becoming obedient unto death, even
death upon a cross. But now, risen from the
dead, He has freed us from eternal death and
given us life everlasting. Therefore with
angels and with all the company of heaven
we laud and magnify Your glorious name,
evermore praising You and singing:

o OQOT 0O

SANCTUS ~ Holy, Holy, Holy Is. 6:3; Matt. 21:9
Hosanna = save us now ¢ See below /LSB 195
Holy, holy, holy Lord God of Sabaoth;
heav'n and earth are full of Thy glory.
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is He, blessed is He, blessed is He that
cometh in the name of the Lord.

Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest.

LORD’S PRAYER: See back of either hymnal

L: Letus pray:

A: Our Father who art in heaven... Matt. 6:9-13

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD:

Combining: Mt 26:26-28; Mk 14:22-24; Lk 22:19-20; 1Co 11:23-25

PAX DOMINI ~ Peace of the Lord John 20:19
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L: The peace of the Lord be with you always!
C: Amen.

AGNUS DEI ~ Lamb of God  John 1:29 LSB 198
O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the
sin of the world, have mercy upon us.

O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the
sin of the world, have mercy upon us.

O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the
sin of the world, grant us thy peace. Amen.

DISTRIBUTION INSTRUCTIONS:

+ |If you are ready to receive: Come forward now.
Receiving at your pew: Please inform an usher.
Alcohol-Removed Wine: Center of each tray.
Receive. Go in peace. Return via a side aisle.
Main dismissal: After everyone has returned.

* & o o

MUSIC DURING DISTRIBUTION: Jesus, Bread of
Life, | Pray Thee Cruger/ Douglas Wagner

LORD’S SUPPER DISMISSAL

A NUNC DIMITTIS ~ Now dismiss
Song of Simeon — Luke 2:29-32
Lord, now lettest Thou Thy servant depart in
peace according to Thy word,

For mine eyes have seen Thy Salvation: which
Thou hast prepared before the face of all people,
a Light to lighten the Gentiles and the Glory of
Thy people Israel.

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the
Holy Ghost; As it was in the beginning, is now,
and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.

LSB 199

THANKSGIVING: Psalm 107:1
L: O give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good,
C: And His mercy endures forever.

POST-COMMUNION COLLECT:

L: Let us pray. O God the Father, the fountain
and source of all goodness, who in loving-
kindness sent Your only-begotten Son into
the flesh, we thank You that for His sake You

have given us pardon and peace in this
Sacrament, and we ask You not to forsake
Your children but always to rule our hearts
and minds by Your Holy Spirit that we may be
enabled constantly to serve You; through
Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives
and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever.

C: Amen.

SALUTATION and BENEDICAMUS

L: The Lord be with you. 2 Tim. 4:22
(¢3BANd with thy spirit}

L: Bless we the Lord. [Psalm 103:1]
C: Thanks be to God.

BENEDICTION ~ Blessing

L: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord
make his face shine upon you and be gracious
unto you. The Lord lift up His countenance
[face] upon you and give you peace.

C: Amen. ¥

Num. 6:24-26

CANDLE EXTINGUISHING and POSTLUDE:
Joys are Flowing Like a River
Marshall / Blessed Quietness

September Newsletter — Available in the Narthex

Schedule: 9/20/26 — 9/27/26
9/22 — Tuesday
6:30 — Grief Share

7:00 — Youth Conf. — Middle Office
9/24 — Thursday
10:00 — Living the Lutheran Lectionary
9/25 — Friday — 7:30: Bible Thought & Fire —
Weather Permitting — If it's on — you will receive a
church text
9/27 — Saturday
3:00 — Bible Class
4:00 - Divine Service
9/27 — Sunday
9:00 — Divine Service » = =
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10:45 — Bible Class & Sunday School
11:40 — Baptism of Raelynn Taylor
Noon — Church Picnic

Thanks For Serving 9/19/26 & 9/20/26

Altar Guild: Don & Carol D
Saturday: Organist: Gayle P
Distribution: Brad S
Organist: Gayle P
Distribution — Matthias M

Ushers: Matthias M, Mel B, Nick B
Acolytes: Carter R, Shelby R

Sunday School: Stacey J, Cedrick/Harold
Financial Team: Natalia F, Paul M

Thanks For Serving 9/26/26 & 9/27/26

Altar Guild: Heather H
Saturday: Organist: Gayle P
Distribution: Brad S
Organist: Gayle P
Distribution — Harold W

Ushers: Matthias M, Mel B, Nick B
Acolytes: Noah H, Leo J

Sunday School: Angie R, Cedrick/Harold
Financial Team: Natalia F, Paul M

Usher: Matt K

Sunday:

Usher: Matt K

Sunday:

Church Picnic—9/27 Noon!

Provided: Hamburgers, hot dogs, beverages.
Bring: Food to share, lawn chair, friend.
Signup: see attendance slip; signup once!
Help: Cleaning up, setting up at 10:30, etc.
Contact Linda H (call/text 216-534-2704).

Numbers From Last Week

Received God’s Gifts — Services:
= Saturday at 4:00 — Inside: 24; car: 5
= Sunday at 9:00 — Inside: 51; car: 2

Studied God’s Word — Classes:
= Saturday at 3:00: 8

= Sunday at 10:30: 26 (BS,%

= Thursday at 10:00: 8 49:7&11.
Weekly Financial Stewardship: .| Biblical

* Needed: 6,769 L 4 Generous

= Received: 4,271 ¢, T Faithful

L, W'/

= Actual YTD: 232,328
= Budget YTD: 236,915
= QOver/(Short): (18,124)

What It Really Means
to Follow Jesus

Critical things to know, understand, believe,

Join us to learn more — beginning 9/26 & 27
Saturdays at 3:00; Sundays at 10:30

Important!

live, and share!

Connect With Us

®» Website: BLC7500.com ™ YouTube: Benefit from the Bible ™ Facebook: Bethlehem Parma

Regular Services: Saturdays at 4:00; Sundays at 9:00 Festivals: Website > Important Links > Festivals
Studies: Wed 1; Thurs 10; Sat 3; Sun 10:30 Address: 7500 State Road, Parma, Ohio 44134
Church Office: Wed & Thu: 9:30-3:30; Sat: 2:00-6:00 Kathy Green: Secretary@blc7500.com; 440-845-2230
Pastor Green: RevRLGreen@aol.com; 440-292-5915 Church Body: Icms.org District: oh.lcms.org
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